Fantasy Literature (2nd Sem) Shades of Grey Content Advisory

   In Shades of Grey, Jasper Forde creates a world much like what we see in Orwell's 1984. The government is totalitarian, regulating every aspect of its people's lives, down to spoon production, line forming, organized field hockey, and everything else you can think of. The novel is about a distant future where the human race is divided into a caste system chromatically by the color they can see. They follow the ROYGBV scale with purple on top and those who can see no color (greys) on the bottom. The class system is strictly enforced with a "Big Brother" like Head Office of the Collective and each color keeping the ones below it in check. 
   Eddie is a Red, but just about the highest percentage he can be. Violet (terribly spoiled) is on the blue end of purple (1st class) who has, with her parents, decided to marry Eddie for his red (2nd to last class) hue to make sure that her children will be fully purple. 
    Intercourse before marriage is strictly forbidden by law, with a 500 merit (currency) fine. However, her father makes the rules, so it doesn't matter. Corruption abounds, class advancement is all that matters. She equates this regulated breeding with love. She literally hated Eddie and tried to beat him with a field hockey stick the day before, then she found out he can see copious amounts of red, so she's now "in love" with him and is ordered by her parents to seduce him the night before a dangerous mission so that at least her offspring might be fully purple, ensuring dynastic solidity.
   The scene of seduction is only a few paragraphs long, where Eddie mainly thinks about how awkward she is making everything. It is not explicit, in that she undresses and we soon cut to the next scene.
   The point of the scene--which we will not dwell on in class--is to highlight many of the issues discussed throughout the rest of the book; the corruption of the government system, enforced eugenics--literally the breeding of human beings to keep a working class and an upper class. We will use other scenes throughout the book to discuss this theme, only referencing the scene obliquely if necessary.
   I would not choose this novel if I did not think it merited excellent discussion. It does what 1984 does, but with infinitely more success and accessibility. Books like 1984, The Iliad, and Shakespeare's plays contain such references, but we do not dwell on them. Rather, we look to what truth we can glean from the novels, examining the novel through a Christian lens as well as a literary one.

   Please feel free to email me with any questions you have. I am happy to discuss this with you.

