The Potter’s School
Dear Prospective High School Rhetoric Student:
Please complete this exam within one week and follow the directions exactly. When you are done, email it in an attachment to Mrs. Musser at MrsMusser@pottersschool.org. Please use Microsoft Word, and save it in a .doc or .docx format. 
Please understand that I need to make a careful assessment of your writing (and your ability to follow directions) in order to place you in Rhetoric 1. This test should not take you more than TWO HOURS.
Do NOT read the essay topics until you are ready to begin writing. You may use a Bible and a dictionary as you write your essay.
Please complete and return this to me within one week.
Please follow ALL of these instructions carefully:
1. At the upper right corner of the paper, type your name on one line, then the date on the next line, and the title of your assignment on the next line. (That makes three lines of words in the upper right corner.) Do not put the title anywhere else on the page.
2. Make sure your margins are 1” all around.
3. Double space, with no extra space between paragraphs.
4. Indent the first line of each paragraph ½”, which in Word should be one Tab.
5. Your essay should be five paragraphs.
6. Make sure your essay has a thesis underlined in or near the first paragraph.
7. Each paragraph contains between 5 and 12 sentences.
8. Avoid using more than ONE be-verb (be, are, am, is, was, were, been, being, have been) per paragraph.
9. Avoid referring to first or second person (I, me, my, you, your, us, we, our, etc.) at all.
10. This must be YOUR essay, without the input of your parents or others. 
11. Proofread carefully before turning it in.
One final note: Please do not consider going any farther with this exam if you have not taken Logic. Many students have tried to do so, and I can only accept their word. But once we get into Rhetoric, I begin to see who has and has not taken Logic. It will affect your grade negatively. (One student said he “took” Logic as a sixth grader by sitting in the same room with his older siblings while they actually took the class. He had no clue about any Logic terms and consequently did poorly in Rhetoric.)
On the page before your essay, briefly answer the following questions. You may ask your parents for their input. In these questions you may use the first/second person (but not in your essay!).
1. Briefly describe your English education so far, especially in high school. What classes have you taken, and what has been the emphasis? (For example, your ninth grade English class was American Literature, and you read five novels and several short stories, used Write Word Grammar and A Beka Literature.)
2. Describe your strengths and weaknesses in writing.
3. Since this class is meant to be taken toward the end of the high school career, describe your educational goals for the rest of high school and post-high-school. It is okay if you do not have definite plans. In that case, tell me what you believe are your goals for now.
Essay Topic: On a new page (but in the same document) write a persuasive essay, using the Bible, about ONE of the following topics. Follow all of the guidelines as described in the directions above.
1. The definition of life
2. The nature of man
3. The nature of God
