English 2 placement test for 2012-2013 school year

A note to families new to TPS English: 

Should your child not pass placement or exceed Eng 2 entry level abilities, we will refer you to a different course. In most cases, another placement test will not be needed. We base acceptance to the TPS core English courses on ability, not on grade or age. Writers Workshop and Eng 1 are NOT prerequisites for Eng 2. You are welcome to register for Eng 2 without having completed any other TPS English course. 
A note to current WW families only:

 If you are attempting to register your child who is currently in Writers Workshop without the recommendation of your WW instructor, we will refer you to Eng 1. The pace of Eng 2 is much faster and the rigors much more intense than in Eng 1. Rarely do we directly recommend a WW student to Eng 2, and in those instances students must have a strong instructor recommendation and pass the placement test.
Parental agreement & placement test

Dear Parents, 

Thank you for your interest in The Potter’s School English 2 course. This document contains three parts:

I. Our parental responsibility agreement
II. Diagnostic placement test grammar questions

III. Diagnostic answer sheet with composition writing portion
The placement test is not complete without the parent response to the agreement and the student answers. Please read both sections carefully and contact the class instructor with any questions.  

Please also read the course overview and syllabus found on the TPS website if you have not already done so. Click on the link in the course description.  

I. Parent responsibility agreement

Please read the following agreement carefully before administering the placement test to your child. We ask that you respond at the end by writing a very brief agreement statement.  

Understanding our role and yours is important to the success of your student and can help avoid misunderstanding, frustration, and even failure. The TPS instructor is an online tutor supporting homeschool instruction. We offer our professional advice and opinions, as well as provide curriculum and instruction, but parents continue their roles as home educators. We do not replace the home school teacher. Parents must commit to close oversight of the student as outlined below. It is through such agreement that we can continue to offer high quality online educational services with the missional goal of assisting parents in the discipleship of their children to glorify the Lord Christ Jesus. 

If you, the parent, cannot provide this oversight, or if you believe parent oversight is not really necessary, please withdraw your child’s registration.

An overview of parental responsibilities: 

1. Parent attendance.
1. Open House the week before classes start (This is not required, but highly recommended.)

2. The entire 90-minute class session with the student for the first two classes of Eng 2. 

Guidelines and procedures, which instructors outline during these sessions, will lay the foundation for the course. Instructors may request that a parent attend more frequently based on student performance and/or behavior. An older sibling or veteran TPS student is not an acceptable substitute. Our experience has repeatedly shown that no matter how technically capable or academically strong the student, the online paradigm presents unique challenges that need monitoring by a home school teacher.

2. Technical knowledge. 

Parent needs to:

1. know basic functions of Open Office or MS Word.

2. know how to email and attach documents.

3. learn the uploading and downloading procedures for TPS assignments.

4. maintain a working microphone.

3. Organization. 

Parent agrees to:

1. Read the course handbook and becoming familiar with procedures and policies.

2. Follow the weekly Agenda documents, know the assignments and due dates, and request any extensions in a timely manner.  

3. Help students organize their materials into notebooks per instructor guidelines. 

4. Watch students save their assignment with the correct filenames.

5. Watch students upload assignments to the TPS server. 

6.  Read through the assignment documents with students outside of class time. 

7. Check email at least once a day.

4. Grading.
 Parent agrees to:

1. Grade literature assignments and vocabulary and grammar quizzes using an instructor-prepared key.  

2. Submit scores from assignments and quizzes by the due date for the instructor to input to the online grade book. 

3. Check grade book regularly for missing assignments.

4. Give content-focused comments on student writing at the 2nd draft stage of the writing process when necessary.
5. Stay involved in any writing partner activities, such as

· Reading comments to make sure they are encouraging, specific, polite, and content-based

· Ensuring that partner feedback is returned to author within 48 hours

· Keeping clear communication with partner and partner’s parent.

Parent response: At this time, please write a 1-2 sentence statement acknowledging that you have read and understand the parent responsibilities outlined above.

Please place your agreement at the top of the placement test answer sheet in the designated space on page 7 of this document. 

Again, instructors will not consider a student for approval until the parent completes this important step. 

II. Diagnostic Placement Test questions

This placement test will help the instructors determine your child’s readiness for English 2. Please read the instructions carefully for each part of the test.  

Parents, please do not help your child or give any hints to the answers of this placement test.  Even a little help will negate the purpose of the test. We want to place your child in the proper course for maximum opportunity for success and learning.

You will find it helpful to print the test questions and type the answers on the answer sheet, which is also where parents will type their response to the parents responsibility agreement. 

Once the test is complete, please email only the answer sheet as an attachment to the instructor. If you are registered in two sections with different instructors, email to both. 

Following instructions correctly is an important skill in taking an online class successfully. Failure to follow instructions will result not only in the instructor returning the un-scored placement test and delay student approval, but also gives the instructor reason to believe that the student may not be a good candidate for our online classes. 

If you have questions, please contact the instructor of the section for which you registered. We will contact you within one week after receiving your child’s answer sheet with our placement recommendation. We look forward to serving with you.

~ The English 2 instructors (see TPS website for email addresses)

Let’s begin

1. Locate the answer sheet at the end of this document.

2. Copy and paste this answer sheet into a separate Word or Word-compatible document. 

3. Place answers on answer sheet.

4. Email only the answer sheet as an attachment (not in the body of an email) to the instructor of your chosen section. If you are holding seats in more than one section, please send to BOTH instructors and mention that two instructors received the placement test. 
Grammar/ Mechanics

Parts of Speech

On the answer sheet list the 8 parts of speech. Write a sentence that includes that part of speech and underline the example (s). (#1-8)

Ex. NOUN

My favorite chair sits in the corner of my room. 

Sentence types

Identify these sentences as:

A) Simple B) Compound C) Complex D) Compound-Complex 

9. Once you learn to quit, it becomes a habit.

10. Before you can win a game, you have to not lose it. 

11. Winners never quit, and quitters never win.

12. Despite having lost all of our soccer games this year, our team enjoys one another, and we often play post season just for fun. 

13. The determination and the sacrifice my friend makes to play soccer is evident in his winning streak. 

Kinds of Sentences

Identify these sentences as:

A) Interrogative  B) Declarative  C) Imperative  D) Exclamatory

14. Please close the door.

15. Did you see the rainbow this morning?

16. One of my favorite activities is walking on the beach.

17. Look at the big wave!

18. Come over here. 

Sentence problems

Identify these sentences as:   A) Fragment  B) Run-on  C) Rambling*  D) Wordy** 

* Rambling sentences are technically correct, but need to be make into more than one sentence. 

** Wordy sentences are technically correct, but could be more concise by cutting unnecessary information.

19. In the middle of the night, as the howling wind increased.

20. Exactly what he had wanted to happen.

21. About 20 percent of the Americans had arrived, or you might prefer to say just gotten off the boat, between 1890 and 1900.

22. William McKinley was assassinated in 1901, and then Theodore Roosevelt became president, and that was the same year that Queen Victoria died, and she had served Britain for more than 60 years. 

23. Theodore Roosevelt was a highly energetic man he like action and the great outdoors.

24. A rickety-looking contraption that Orville and Wilber Wright actually flew for 59 seconds in 1903 at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. 

Clauses

 Identify the underlined clauses, using “I” for Independent and “D” for dependent.  Then, classify each dependent clause as an adjective clause, adverb clause, or a noun clause by writing "adjective", "adverb", or “noun” in parentheses next to the clause. 

25. Many eyes in the world focused on the last solar eclipse of the twentieth century, which occurred on August 11, 1999. 

26. Although it was primarily visible in Europe, the 1999 event was one of the most widely seen eclipses in history, thanks to television’s coverage. 

27. We looked only indirectly at the eclipse, although we were wearing sunglasses. 

28. The solar eclipse occurs when the moon passes between the sun and the earth, casting a shadow.

29. Scientists have studied what happens during a solar eclipse.

The composition portion of the placement test is on the answer sheet. 

III. English II Placement Test Answer Sheet

Copy this entire section III into a Word or Open Office doc 
and submit per instructions above.

Please do not write in this scoring box.

	Test component
	Points earned
	Points possible

	Parent statement
	
	Not     included

	Grammar/Mechanics
	
	29

	Composition
	
	73

	Total
	
	102


Student name: 

Date of birth:

Current age:

Have you taken Writers Workshop at TPS? ___________ If so, who was your instructor? 

Have you taken Eng 1 at TPS _____________ If so, who was your instructor?

At this time, please turn off all grammar and spelling check functions on your computer. This is not a timed test.

Part I. Parent responsibility agreement statement. Type here:

Part II. Grammar/Mechanics   total score:      /29
Parts of Speech

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Sentence types 

9. 

10.

11.

12.

13.

Kinds of sentences

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Sentence problems

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Clauses

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Part III. Composition 

A. Define these terms in your own words as they relate to composition writing. Feel free to give examples. 3 pts each Total  score       /15
1. lead (or “hook”)

2. thesis statement

3. elaboration

4. topic sentence

5. transition words

B. Please paste in the designated area an expository or persuasive essay you have previously written on any topic.  

Highlight the following:

· thesis in blue
· topic sentence of each body paragraph in grey
· transition words and phrases in green
Paste essay here:

Do not write in this scoring box. 

	Criteria
	Points Earned
	Possible

	Information/Elaboration
	
	4

	Organization
	
	4

	Word Choices/Descript
	
	4

	Sentence Varieties
	
	4

	Voice & Flow
	
	4

	Grammar/Usage 
	
	4

	Punctuation/Spelling
	
	4

	Correct highlights (1/2 point each)
	
	2

	Incorrect highlights (-1/2 point for each)
	
	Minus 

	TOTAL
	
	30


C. Essay. Topic: What makes a good parent? 

 Think about the characteristics of the kind of parent you would like to have.  In a 5-paragraph essay, name those characteristics and explain why they are important to you.  

· Be sure to include an introduction paragraph with thesis statement, 3 body paragraphs, and a conclusion. 

· Underline your thesis statement in the introduction and in the conclusion.
· Include examples to support your points in the body paragraphs.
· Edit your essay carefully and strive for strong word choices.

Type essay here:

Do not write in this scoring box.

	Criteria
	Points Earned
	Possible

	Information/Elaboration
	
	4

	Organization
	
	4

	Word Choices/Descript
	
	4

	Sentence Varieties
	
	4

	Voice & Flow
	
	4

	Grammar/Usage 
	
	4

	Punctuation/Spelling
	
	4

	Total points
	
	28


