CT Diagnostic Placement Test 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you for your interest in the Classical Track at TPS. This placement test will help determine your child’s readiness for our TPS composition and literature course. Please read the instructions carefully for each part of the test. Part I focuses on grammar and editing skills; Part II focuses on composition skills. Do NOT help your student or give any hints to the answers of this placement test.  Even a little help will negate the purpose of this test. We want to ensure that your child is placed in the proper course with maximum opportunity for success. This placement test is not timed. It must be returned within SEVEN days of its receipt.

If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. I will contact you with a placement recommendation within a few weeks from my receipt of your child’s answer sheet.  I look forward to serving with you.

Thank you and God bless,

Mrs. Mallory Musser

Send your placement test to: Mallory Musser MrsMusser@pottersschool.org 

Diagnostic Placement test must be returned in Microsoft Word format.

Parent: Please do not help your student with the taking of this test. You may help in getting it ready to email ONLY.

Diagnostic Placement sending directions: 

1) Print out this document. Copy and paste page 5, the answer sheet, into a new Word document. Type the answers to the test on that page. Name the document with your last name and the words “Placement Test.” (For example: Smith Placement Test.)
I cannot accept a file that does not contain your last name in the file name.
2) Do not email the test document back – only the answer sheet and writing sample.
3) Turn off all grammar and spell check functions on your computer! 
(In Word 2003, go to Tools, Options, Spelling and Grammar, and click off all options. Don’t forget to turn it all back on when you’re done!)
In Word 2007, double click on Spelling & Grammar, click on Options,  find the “Exceptions for” section, check “Hide Spelling and Grammar.”
4) Double check that you have placed the answers, in the proper format and in the proper place, on the answer page.

5) At the bottom of the answer page, click Control Enter to start a new page.

6) Type the writing sample (your essay) explained in Part II on the page that follows the answer page. Make sure it has the formatting required in the directions.  

PART I 

Section A: Parts of Speech

Read the paragraph below and identify the italicized word by selecting the part of speech. The first one has been done for you as an example on the answer sheet.

noun

pronoun

verb

adjective

adverb

preposition

conjunction

article

Many different trees grow in (1) North America, and wherever (2) you live, you (3) can see some trees.  More than 600 different species (4) of trees range across these United States.  Most species are native (5) to this continent, but a few species were brought (6) over from several faraway (7) places.  Many trees, such as the common juniper, have widespread habitats (8), and some species like the fox-tail pine are commonly (9) found in (10) just a few remote areas.

     
To be a tree, a plant must be at least 15 feet tall and have well-developed branches and a single woody stem.  Trees have two types of leaves.  Cone-bearing (11) evergreen trees have leaves or (12) needles that stay on the (13) branches, while other trees have (14)  deciduous leaves that fall off each year.

Section B: Sentence structures

  Determine if the group of words below is a complete sentence or a sentence fragment.  Write sentence or fragment on your answer sheet.

1. Oceans cover more than 70 percent of the world’s surface.

2. Oceans maintain the earth’s climate by regulating air temperature.

3. Supplying moisture for rain.

4. The Pacific Ocean, by far the largest individual ocean.

5. The Pacific Ocean covers nearly a third of the earth’s surface.

Section C: Editing: Students should edit the following paragraph by correcting any errors they find. This means that portions of the paragraph can be revised, if necessary.
Remember, we are looking for basic editing skills. You should correct any technical errors including spelling and punctuation.

There are many reasons people should not drive while using cell phones. First drivers should pay close attention, and drive without distractions. Since driving is a priviledge the honor of having a driver’s license should not be taken for granted. Some drivers become so distracted while driving that they fail to focus on the road. It is estimated that over 4 million crashes per year are caused by drivers who are using their cell phones and it seems this number will only increase as more young drivers become tempted with new phones gadgets and technology. recent reports state that people have even been cited for sending text messages while driving. At some point drivers must be held accountable for there actions. Driving should be viewed as an opportunity and cell phones should be used only for emergencies.

PART II: Composition
To the parent: 

Your student will need to write a new essay for this portion of the placement test. Feel free to add any comments about your child’s writing experiences at the top of the essay composed for this test. 

1) Read the directions to your student. Tell your student not to "over do" – a simple sample of his or her writing skills will serve the needs of this placement test.

2) Allow your student to write a rough draft and make one revision. 

3) Do not help your student.

4) If your student wrote his or her sample by hand, he or she can transpose it to a WORD document.  While we are looking for a solid piece of writing, it is not necessary to spend more than 1-2 hours on this test.

To the student:

On the next page after the answer sheet of your new Word document, you will type an essay that you compose for this placement test. Write at least five paragraphs, and be sure that each paragraph has approximately six sentences. Revise your piece carefully for punctuation and spelling. Do not use a grammar or spell check. 

The format guidelines are as follows: 

1. Type your paper in Times New Roman, 12 point font. 

2. Use 1" margins.

3. Double-space your essay. 

4. Your name, date, and title of your paper should be placed in the top right-hand corner of your essay. This should take up three lines.

5. Left justify your text.

6. Begin each sentence uniquely within a single paragraph.

7. Use only three “be” verbs per paragraph (is, am, are, was, were, be, being, been).

8. Integrate at least one quote per body paragraph.

9. Create a clear thesis statement for your essay. Underline your thesis statement.

Your writing topic: take a character from a recent book you have read. How did the character change or grow within the book? Be sure to include the name of the book and its author in the first paragraph of your essay. All book titles should be italicized. Give specific examples to support your ideas.

Remember, we are looking for quality writing with minimal technical errors. This submission should not be a rough draft. Review your essay carefully.
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