Introduction to Research Writing
The Potter’s School

One-Semester Course in Basic Research Skills

Writing instruction goes sour whenever writing is conceived as primarily a communication skill, rather than as a process and product of critical thought.

~ John Bean
Note: This is not a core English course.

A note to current Writer’s Workshop Families
If you are attempting to register your student in Introduction to Research Writing, we will refer you to English 1. Because this course is designed for the rigors of an advanced junior high writer, successful completion (B or higher) of English 1 is required.

Course Overview

Loretta Smith designed this course to aid students in developing knowledge of basic research skills. Skill-specific activities, step-by-step instructions, interactive games, and a host of helpful examples prepare students to write winning research papers. During this one-semester course, students will write 2, three-page research papers. Students should expect to devote approximately 3-5 hours per week on assignments.

Learning Objectives

By the successful conclusion of the course, students will be able to:

· Organize by sorting and grouping.

· Engage in academic conversations by giving critical thought to the writing process.

· Critique and respond to literature.

· Respond to the needs of different audiences. 
· Apply skimming techniques.

· Retrieve, evaluate, and cite reliable sources.

· Synthesize information.

· Use writing strategies to develop new ideas.

· Avoid plagiarizing and paraphrasing.

Incoming Skills
Upon registration of this course, it is expected that students are able to:

· Construct a clear, concise thesis.

· Construct well-elaborated paragraphs that support the thesis. 
· Craft all four sentence types.
· Write in active voice.
· Use correct punctuation.

· Read at an eighth grade level (minimum).

· Demonstrate appropriate behavior in an online classroom.

· Adhere to instructions and due dates. 

· Devote at approximately 3-5 hours per week on assignments.

Parent Responsibilities

A parent is required to:

· Attend the entire 90-minute session of the first class.

· Attend once a month parent meeting (scheduled towards the end of class).

· Oversee completion and submission of assignments.

· Monitor Internet activities.

· Attend class with student (upon instructor request - based on student’s behavior and performance).

· Sign Parent Responsibility Agreement (below).

Assessment
Students receive scores for research papers, assigned writing activities, and participation on the discussion forum. A rubric is attached to each assignment. The online gradebook will host students’ scores. Students do not take any exams in this course.

Course Design
In order to achieve the goal of basic research writing, each week is divided into manageable ‘chunks’ of information; each building upon the prior. Four modules encompass the objectives, scavenger hunts, collaborative activities, and various academic resources. 

Modules:

1. Building Organizational Skills

2. Research Methods 

3. Formal and Scholarly Writing Styles

4. MLA Citations

Research Papers
· Problem-and-Solution

· Persuasive

Required Software
Microsoft Word or a Word-compatible Open Office equivalent is required. There can be no exceptions to this requirement since we use the reviewing function in Word extensively to respond to students’ writing. MS Word is not WordPerfect or WordPad. 

Materials
1. Ream of paper for printing lessons and assignments

2. MLA printable booklet which is provided by the instructor

Parent Response
I acknowledge that I have read and understand the above course information, and my signature demonstrates agreement.

Student Name (please print) ___________________________________

Parent Signature: ______________________________ Date_________

