Bible as Literature

Instructor: Samuel Youngs (M.A.)

Grade Level: 11-12

Course Outline

Purpose: 

To acquaint students with the literary elements of the biblical literature, allowing them to become more adequate readers and appliers of the Bible in all contexts. To facilitate a rigorous academic environment in which close reading and well-formulated composition form the bulwark of our engagement with the scriptural text. To encourage solid (college preparatory) writing skills, balanced and engaging discussion, and diligence in coursework.

Coursework:

This course does not place a heavy emphasis on “busy work”; rather, the emphasis will be on in-depth writing assignments concerning literary and biblical elements as well as quizzes intended to make sure students are keeping up with terminology, concepts, thinkers, and schools of thought as they are covered throughout the course. At the end of the year, there will be a larger, final paper.

The rough assignment schedule (which is still being formulated by the instructor) will be as follows.

Every other week: Multiple choice and short answer quiz on terms and concepts (as well as some interaction with relevant biblical texts)

Every month: One in-depth written assignment (400-800 words, depending on assignment) on topics to be discussed concerning literary elements and their interaction with the biblical text

Every week: Assigned readings. Readings, which are copious for this class, must be kept up with every week. Students who fall behind will have a difficult time catching up. Students should come to class THOROUGHLY PREPARED every week, in order to get the most of classroom interaction with the instructor and with other students.

Course Materials:

(1) A good critical study bible; the instructor recommends either the NRSV or the newer ESV translation. Students should try and procure one of these before the semester starts. Translations such as the NIV and the NLT (or The Message, or KJV/NKJV, etc.) are not adequate for this course. Students/parents with questions about this should email the instructor.

(2) Primary course textbooks:

a. The instructor is currently evaluating potential course textbooks. Textbook(s) for the course will most likely be either:

1. "Making Sense of the Bible: Literary Type As an Approach to Understanding" by Marshall D. Johnson; Paperback

(and/or) 
2. "The Literary Guide to the Bible" by Robert Alter; Paperback
It has been noted earlier, but bears repeating: Students’ weekly assignments will consist primarily of readings which prepare them for class. The reading, though it will be substantial, will be taking the place of smaller, more numerous writing assignments that they might more typically have in a literature class. Note, however, that we will NOT be reading the Bible in its entirety.
Topical Schedule (this is tentative, but shows the general progression of the course. Note, some of these topics will have to be covered over multiple weeks.):

1. Translation, Interpretation, and the Literary: Expanding our Biblical Toolbox
2. OT: Creation Narrative – Yahweh against the Pagan gods
3. OT: Historical books – Drama and the Divine

4. OT: The Mysteries of Wisdom – Unraveling the Wisdom Literature

5. OT: The Voice of the Prophets – Prophetic books

6. OT: Sights and Seeing – Intro to Apocalyptic Literature

7. NT: Gospel – Introduction to the Most Unique Literature in History

8. NT: Luke-Acts – the Longest Piece of Literature in the Bible

9. NT: The Epistles – General, Specific, Cultural, and Universal; Dealing with Issues in the New Testament Epistles

10. NT: The Apocalyptic Revisited – The Book of Revelation and Visionary Elements

Interspersed with this material will be brief modules on important concepts in literature and interpretation. Students will be thusly exposed to biblical and literary scholarship, and not simply one of those.
