Research Writing
One Semester Course

Scope and Sequence

by

Mrs. Heidi Zylstra

SCOPE OF CONTENT

The Research Writing course will introduce students to research paper writing, in which students must find information from a variety of sources and appropriately incorporate the ideas of others into their own writing. Students enrolled in this high school course are expected to write at the 11th or 12th grade level  Students complete regular assignments which culminate in a fifteen page research paper. These assignments require approximately three to five hours a week, depending on student ability. 
SCOPE OF PRESENTATION

The Research Writing course is taught through The Potter’s School. It is presented as a live videoconference class, meeting once a week online for 1.5 hours.  The Potter’s School uses GatherWorks video conferencing.  Students submit all assignments directly to Mrs. Zylstra for grading and comment. To excel in this course, students must produce quality work and submit it on time. When questions arise, students will contact Mrs. Zylstra by phone or email. Additionally, Mrs. Zylstra maintains regular contact with students and parents.
SCOPE OF EXAMS

Students do not take any exams in this course.
SCOPE OF THE RESEARCH WRITING COURSE

Goals and objectives:

Mrs. Zylstra has the following goals and objectives for this class –

 the students will:
1.  Learn the purpose for research writing.
2.  Learn to find quality information in a variety of sources.

3.  Learn what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid plagiarizing other authors.

4.  Learn to effectively take notes and organize ideas for research papers.

5.  Use correct citation and bibliography formats.

6.  Improve writing skills

7. Complete a fifteen page researched paper.

RESEARCH WRITING COURSE SEQUENCE

Lesson 1:
Introduction/ Purpose of Research Writing/ The 5-paragraph essay
Lesson 2
Finding a Topic/ Thesis Statements/ Formatting the paper
Lesson 3: 
Note taking/ Organizing ideas/ Formatting part II
Lesson 4:
Research proposals/ Library research/Working bibliography
Lesson 5:
Internet research/ Plagiarism
Lesson 6:
Additional data sources/ Evaluating sources
Lesson 7:     Drafting the paper/ Introduction, body, & conclusion
Lesson 8:
MLA organization citation format
Lesson 9:
Revision and proof-reading
Lesson 10: 
Abstract and Title Page/ Transitions
Lesson 11:  
Works cited page/ style
Lesson 12:
Finishing Touches
Instructor will hold additional question/answer sessions for students in order to provide individualized instruction during the course of the semester.
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