Writers Workshop Placement Test 

for the 2012-2013 school year

Welcome! We are eager to read about you and your writing. ( 

1. Please complete and send to the instructor of the section for which you registered. If you are registered with more than one instructor, send to both. Please send as an email attachment, not in the body of an email. 

2. Write answers on this document and use a different font or color to distinguish your answers from the question. 

3. Turn off any spell or grammar check functions on your computer.
4. There are three portions to this placement test:

I. Questions for parents
II. Previous writing samples
III. Student portion with description essay
The descriptive essay written for this test helps the instructor assess how the child understands and uses the writing process; therefore, it is critical that parents give no help except encouragement to proofread and to give a best effort. 

Admission is not solely based on the correctness of composition or mechanics (spelling and punctuation). Please have your child do their best and send it “warts and all!” Some of the best writers have “warty” pieces. (
5. Following instructions for this placement test is important. Instructors will return any placement test if instructions are not followed or questions are left unanswered. 
 I. Questions for parents:

· Age of your child at the start of the course: 

· Describe your child’s previous writing experiences. 

· What is your assessment of your child’s writing strengths and weaknesses? 

The following is your parent responsibility agreement. Please type in your name where indicated and delete NO to each of the following. If you can not agree to these terms, then please withdraw your child’s registration as Writers Workshop will not be a good fit for your family.
I, type your name here, agree:

to attend and participate in each class during the first semester

YES
NO

to reply to instructor emails in a timely manner.

YES 
NO

to closely monitor saving documents with the correct filenames. 

YES 
NO

to help organize materials and upload documents to StudyPlace.

YES 
NO

to closely monitor feedback comments with writing partners

on our class forum. (This partner process begins in late fall.)

YES 
NO

to help my child post his or her writing on our class forum.

YES 
NO

to assist my student in selecting appropriate writing topics.

YES
NO

I understand that the first two class meetings are specifically for parents. 

YES
NO

I understand that the instructor will remove my child from class if I do not attend class during the first semester.

YES 
NO

I understand that the instructor will give feedback on the first draft and final copy of any piece of writing, but that I may need to give comments on any second draft. 

YES 
NO
We can not emphasize strongly enough that parents play a very active role in this course throughout the entire year – more so than practically all other TPS courses. 

Instructors will remove families from the roster completely if parents do not participate as described in the course information. If you need to review this information, click on link in the course description on the TPS website for a document describing expectations of parents and students. 

II. Previous writing samples In the space provided below, please paste two compositions, ideally one fiction, one-nonfiction, that your child has written recently.  Feel free to include any comments about them.
Sample 1:

Sample 2:
 III. Student portion with descriptive essay:

Dear student, 

Please answer these questions in complete sentences. Include as much information as you can and please use a different font or color to distinguish your answer from the question. 

1. Do you consider yourself a writer? (Acceptance to WW does not depend on a “yes” answer here. ()

If so, why?

If not, why not? 

2. What do you do well when you compose a piece of writing? (Please do not say that you have good handwriting.)

3. What part or parts of your writing do you think need improvement?

4.  Write a descriptive piece about a topic of your choice. Do not have anybody help you at any point in the process. It should be at least 3 paragraphs in length and can be fiction or non-fiction. Use your most interesting word choices and best sentence structures. Proofread carefully. This piece should be written for this placement test and not something that you have written previously.

Type your descriptive writing here:
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