Mrs. Arney 
Chemistry

Frequently Asked Questions

Does my student really need to have completed Algebra 1 prior to taking chemistry?

Yes!  Chemistry has a lot of math in it.  We rearrange formulas and solve for variables regularly.  Students will need a solid Algebra 1 foundation (at least in the B/B+ range) to be successful in chemistry.
How long do we spend on each of the 16 modules?

We spend two weeks on each module.  Students are expected to read ahead on the portion of the module that we will cover each week—I provide this information prior to the start of the school year.

What assignments are due each module?
For each module, students will complete problems from the text and take a test through the TPS StudyPlace server.  For most modules, students will also take a quiz.  Students will complete all experiments and write a lab report for each of the 31 experiments in the text.  Students will submit some of these as formal lab reports.  

There will be a semester exam each semester and two nomenclature tests (naming elements and compounds) in the fall semester.

Are the tests the same tests that come in the solutions manual?

No.  I encourage students to use the one in the solutions manual as a resource in preparing for the exam on StudyPlace.

How many formal lab reports will there be?

Students can expect to have at least five formal lab reports to submit to me throughout the year.   I will provide complete feedback and ideas for improvement.  I instruct the students to keep the other lab reports in a portfolio to later show to college admissions.  Parents will submit a “lab tally” of these completed lab reports four times a year.

Do we need to buy the lab kit through Apologia?

Some families find this kit convenient, while other families prefer to gather the supplies individually.  It is each family’s responsibility to obtain the supplies in time to complete the experiments in each module.  I have a lab supply list by module that identifies the supplies that come in the kit.  Email me if you would like to see it prior to receiving your textbook.

Isn’t the Apologia textbook written so that students can study chemistry as an independent study?  Why take the TPS course?

The Apologia textbook is written in a way that is easier to understand than many chemistry books.  However, it is my experience that many students cannot simply read the text, review the examples, and get a solid understanding of chemistry.  In class, I use supplemental problems and resources to help students better understand the material.  I also give lots of personal feedback on tests and lab reports throughout the year that students would not get as part of an independent study.
My student has not had experience writing lab reports.  Will he/she be okay in this course?

Although there will be a learning curve, I provide complete instructions on how to complete a college-level lab report.  I also provide examples to the students.  In addition, I am available by email for any questions as students start preparing lab reports.  
If you have any other questions, please feel free to email me at mrsarney@pottersschool.org
I hope to have your student in chemistry!

