English 3

Course Guidelines

Welcome to The Potter’s School! 

Thank you for your interest in English 3.  

This course is designed for the average ninth grader, but anyone who can pass placement is welcome to take it. These guidelines provide a general outline of the expectations for this course. We hope to answer your initial questions and provide a big picture of the upcoming school year. 

English 3 is a rigorous course in literature, writing, grammar, and sentence diagramming. We use scripture to begin every class because we believe God’s word is relevant as we learn to communicate effectively. Scripture has a lot to say about our words, and we hope your student will be edified by this instruction. 

English 3 sets high standards, while providing positive, constructive feedback. We recognize that every student has different gifts and abilities, and we want to encourage each student’s success. We hope to pass on a love for learning to our students. 

We look forward to serving you and your family in the future!

Thank you, 

Janis Gaines






MsGaines@pottersschool.org                                     

Nancy Shearon

MissShearon@pottersschool.org
Barbara LaTondresse
MrsLaTondresse@pottersschool.org
Heather Yost

MrsYost@pottersschool.org
Class Format

· 5 minutes – Prayer and Announcements

· 5 minutes – Scripture 

· 30 minutes – Writing 

· 20 minutes – Grammar and Diagramming

· 30 minutes – Literature Discussion

Materials
· Internet access; headset
· Bible--we use the NIV in class, but any other version is fine

· Analytical Grammar--PDF file provided by TPS ($25); DVD lessons ($36). More details on the E3 Booklist.
· Novels--in order
King Arthur and His Knights of the Round Table by Howard Pyle

Hinds’ Feet on High Places by Hannah Hurnard

Much Ado About Nothing by William Shakespeare

NOTE: Do NOT purchase books until you have received official approval, as well as a copy of the E3 Booklist. 

Attendance

Students receive the most benefit from this course with regular attendance. If you know that you will miss more than three classes throughout the school year due to family vacations, mission trips, hobbies, athletics, etc, then please consider not registering for this course. Class recordings are available to review when a student misses a class. 

Homework

Students have weekly homework assignments. The time required to complete homework varies for each student. Generally an hour a day should be allocated for English 3. Essays are assigned about every other week. Students always have one week to do their work, and we always discuss assignments in class before they are due. 

Grading Standards and Assessments
Students receive their course grade based on the following:

· Weekly Grammar and Diagramming Scores 

· Writing Assignments

· Quizzes

· Novel Tests

· Semester Exams 

Grading Scale: 

94-100  = A
           90-93    = A-
           88-89    = B+
         
84-87    = B
           80-83    = B-
           78-79    = C+
           74-77    = C
           70-73    = C-
           68-69    = D+
           64-67    = D
           63-0      = F
Parent Responsibilities

TPS teachers are happy to partner with you in your child’s education. We are like online tutors. Parents are still the main teachers of their children. It is the parents’ responsibility to oversee their student’s performance and then review and remediate as necessary if problems arise. 

We assign weekly homework; answer keys provided. Either the parents or the student may grade the grammar homework, at the parents’ discretion. Teachers will grade all writing assignments. We hope to have all tests and quizzes available online, and they would be graded by a computer; if not, then parents are responsible for grading tests and quizzes. 

IMPORTANT: By registering for this course, you agree to be responsible for this portion of your child’s grade. Please consider in advance the time necessary to score homework and monitor your child’s performance. 

Placement Test

Returning TPS Students

If you have earned an A or B in English 2 or A Journey Through Narnia, then you do not need to take a placement test for this course. Simply email a copy of your grades to your teacher after you register.

New TPS Students

If you are new to The Potter’s School or have not taken one of our English courses, then you will be required to pass a placement test, which measures your current knowledge of grammar, writing, and literature. This will be emailed to you after you register for English 3. We do not send placement tests prior to registration. If your student does not pass, we will recommend another course. 

Course Outline - Semester 1                                         *Subject to change*

Novels


The Story of King Arthur and his Knights by Howard Pyle


Hinds’ Feet on High Places by Hannah Hurnard

Short Stories


“A Village Singer” by Mary Freeman


“Xingu” by Edith Wharton


“The Absence of Mr. Glass” by GK Chesterton

Writing Assignments


A1: Personal Reflection

A2: My Hero Essay
A3: Character Analysis

A4: Short Story Analysis

A5: Short Story Extension

A6: Service Writing Project

A7: Literary Analysis

A8: Timed Essay

Grammar Overview

Week 2--Nouns, Articles, and Adjectives
Week 3--Pronouns
Week 4--Prepositional Phrases
Week 5--Subject and Verb
Week 6--Adverbs
Week 7--Direct Objects
Week 8--Indirect Objects
Week 9--Predicate Adjective and Predicate Nominative
Week 10--Helping Verbs
Week 11--Conjunctions
Week 12--Participial Phrases
Week 13--None/Holiday Break

Week 14--Gerund Phrases
Week 15--Infinitive Phrases

Course Outline - Semester 2                                         *Subject to change*

Novels

Much Ado About Nothing by Shakespeare

Short Stories


“A Pleasant Day” by Hamlin Garland


“Mrs. Ripley’s Trip” by Hamlin Garland


“Uncle Ethan Ripley” by Hamlin Garland

Poetry
William Blake


“The Tyger”


“The Lamb”

John Donne


“Death, Be Not Proud”


“Batter My Heart, Three-Personed God”
Wordsworth


“The World Is Too Much with Us”

Emily Dickinson


“Because I Could Not Stop for Death”


“I Heard a Fly Buzz – When I Died”


Robert Frost


“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening”


“Mending Wall”

Lewis Carroll


“Jabberwocky”


Shakespeare - sonnets



“When to the Sessions of Sweet Silent Thought”



“Let Me Not to the Marriage of True Minds”



“Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day?”



“The Expense of Spirit in a Waste of Shame”
Writing Assignments


A9:   Short Story Analysis

A10: Creative Writing
A11: Poetry Analysis

A12: Poetry Writing

A13: Historical Context

A14: Before and After
A15: Timed Essay

Grammar Overview 

Week 17--Appositive Phrases

Week 18--Adjective Clauses
Week 19--Adverb Clauses
Week 20--Noun Clauses
Week 21--Comma Rules 1, 2, 3
Week 22--Comma Rules 4, 5
Week 23--Comma Rules 6, 7, 8
Week 24--Comma Rules 9, 10, 11
Week 25--Punctuating Quotations, Dialogue, and Titles
Week 26--Semi-colons and Colons
Week 27--Usage: Agreement
Week 28--Usage: Who and Whom
Week 29--Usage: Adjective or Adverb
Week 30--Usage: Assorted Errors

End-of-Year Project


PowerPoint Presentation - TBA

This oral and visual presentation incorporates all of the grammar, writing, and literary analysis skills learned throughout the year and highlights themes from the play Much Ado About Nothing by William Shakespeare. If a student does not have PowerPoint, he or she may use Open Office or Word for this project. 

Disclaimer

Teachers reserve the right to alter assignments to best meet the students’ needs. Please check with a teacher before working ahead.  

________________________________________________________________________

Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light unto my path.  Psalm 119:105

