The Potter’s School

JH Adventure Literature

Planned Course Guide
Course Length:  6 Weeks



Lesson Time:  110 minutes

Lesson Frequency:  2 synchronous meetings
 per week


       I.  General Course Goals: 


1.  To provide students the opportunity to learn about themselves, God, and others 


      by reading, discussing, and writing about literature and their own experiences. 


2.  To help students understand how context shapes meaning


3.  To develop students’ ability to access, evaluate and use information from a 

     variety of sources

   
4.  To enhance students’ knowledge of literary devices and analyze effectiveness


5.  To develop students’ critical thinking skills by having them respond to


      literature, engage in reflective writing, and participate in online activities and


     discussions with their peers. 

II.    Specific Course Objectives:


The student will:

1. read, respond, and reflect on literature

2. discuss how language affects meaning

3. use context to expand meaning

4. maintain an on-going reading response log/academic journal

5. use new words appropriately and increase his/her vocabulary

6. write creatively and imaginatively

7. access and research information

8. work both independently and cooperatively to accomplish a task

    III.
Content Outline and Percentage of Time

Unit Number and Title

Time Required
Percentage of Course


Unit 1 Tuck Everlasting
  1.5 weeks

     
25%


Unit 2 Across Five Aprils
  1.5 weeks


25%


Unit 3  The Bronze Bow
  1.5 weeks


25%


Unit 4
The Giver

  1.5 weeks


25%

  IV. Content:  Text and Primary Material


1.  Babbit, Natalie.  Tuck Everlasting.  New York: Square Fish, 2007. 


2.  Hunt, Irene.  Across Five Aprils.  New York:Berkley, 2002.

3.  Speare, Elizabeth George.  The Bronze Bow.  Boston: Sandpiper., 1997. 


4.  Lowry, Lois.  The Giver. New York:  Delacorte Books for Young Readers, 



2006. 

    V.  Procedures for Student Evaluation

1. Tests

2. Quizzes

3. Projects

4. Reading response logs/online journals

5. Class Participation

Course Description:

In JH Literature Adventures, students will enter a safe learning environment where they will 1) read to experience, interpret and evaluate literature and 2) write to respond and react to, to analyze and interpret, and to reflect upon a literary work.  Students will not only gain skill in reading comprehension, but they will also learn to mine for treasures beneath the surface and make personal meaning as they read, think, discuss, and write.  JH Literature Adventures is designed to serve both enrichment and developmental purposes: enrichment for stronger students who are looking for a place to stay intellectually and spiritually engaged throughout the summer; developmental for students who are seeking to boost skills in reading comprehension and meaning making.  The writing component to this course involves prompt-led journal writing, short essays, and other opportunities for creative self-expression.

Unit I:  Tuck Everlasting



Time Required 1.5 Weeks

Objectives:


The student will:

1. read, respond to and reflect upon the literary work in various ways

2. identify and use in writing the different literary techniques exhibited in the works studied

3. use new words appropriately and increase vocabulary

4. maintain an on-going reading response log/online academic journal

5. discuss ideas on relevant topics as they evolve in the classroom

6. identify decision making skills of characters and evaluate the level of success characters experience as a result of those decisions

7. discuss decision making as a process

8. state the alternatives in decision making

9. evaluate various alternatives in the decision making process

10. develop a viable solution based upon a particular problem

11. evaluate how characters in literature make decisions

12. summarize the underlying meaning, not merely the superficial details.

13. write clear response to comprehension questions using examples from the text.

14. use reading strategies to monitor comprehension.

Content:

I. Literary Techniques


A. Plot

B. Setting

C. Conflict

D. Foreshadowing

E. Irony

F. Imagery

G. Symbolism

H. Figures of Speech

II. Concepts

A. Man’s conflict with nature, society, time, and others

B. Character Analysis

C. Development of suspense

D. Consequences of freedom/choice

III. Writing


A. Response writing

1. Pre and post reading

2. Reflections

a. Reactions to first impression

b. Making predictions

c. Developing inferences

d. Drawing conclusions

e. Evaluating outcomes

B. Analysis

Evaluation:

1. Quizzes

2. Tests

3. Projects 

4. Reading responses/online academic journals

5. Class participation
Unit II:  Across Five Aprils



Time Required 1.5 Weeks

Objectives:


The student will:

1. read, respond to and reflect upon the literary work in various ways.

2. identify and use in writing the different literary techniques exhibited in the works studied.

3. use new words appropriately and increase vocabulary.

4. maintain an on-going reading response log/online academic journal.

5. discuss ideas on relevant topics as they evolve in the classroom.

6. discuss how the actions of one person can affect the actions of another person.

7. evaluate types of relationships and make a connection to him/herself.

8. examine the multiple types of relationships among individuals.

9. summarize the underlying meaning, not merely the superficial details.

10. write clear response to comprehension questions using examples from the text.

11. use reading strategies to monitor comprehension.

Content:

I.  Literary Techniques


A. Satire


B. Situational irony


C.  Allegory


D.  Implied and extended metaphor


E.  Descriptive style


G. Plot prediction/inferencing

II.  Concepts

A. Contrasts

1. Character

2. Theme

3. Setting

B. Non-conformity

C. Man against man conflict

D. Conflicts with characters and society

IV. Writing


A.
Response writing



1.  Pre and post reading



2.  Reflections



      a. Reactions to first impression



      b. Making predictions



      c.  Developing inferences



      d.  Drawing conclusions



      e.  Evaluating outcomes


Evaluation:

1. Quizzes

2. Tests

3. Projects 

4. Reading responses/online academic journals

5. Class participation
Unit III.   The Bronze Bow



Time Required:  1.5 weeks

Objectives:


The student will:

1. read, respond to and reflect upon the literary work in various ways.

2. identify and use in writing the different literary techniques exhibited in the works studied.

3. use new words appropriately and increase vocabulary.

4. maintain an on-going reading response log/online academic journal.

5. discuss ideas on relevant topics as they evolve in the classroom.

6. analyze how persons and groups overcome prejudice.

7. assess the role of hate in people’s lives and evaluate the effects of hatred on social progress.

8. summarize the underlying meaning, not merely the superficial details.

9. write clear response to comprehension questions using examples from the text.

10. use reading strategies to monitor comprehension.

Content:

I.  Literary Techniques


A.  Character analysis


B.  Symbolism


C.  Anecdote


D.   Irony

II.  Concepts

A. Effect of hatred on the individual

B. Conflict resolution

C. Social and cultural connections

D. The process of moving from hate to love

III.  Writing


A.  Response writing



1.  Pre and post reading



2.  Reflections



      a. Reactions to first impression



      b. Making predictions



      c.  Developing inferences



      d.  Drawing conclusions



      e.  Evaluating outcomes


Evaluation:

1. Quizzes

2. Tests

3. Projects 

4. Reading responses/online academic journals

5. Class participation

Unit IV:  The Giver



Time Required:  1.5 Weeks

Objectives:


The student will:

1. read, respond to and reflect upon the literary work in various ways.

2. identify and use in writing the different literary techniques exhibited in the works studied.

3. use new words appropriately and increase vocabulary.

4. maintain an on-going reading response log/online academic journal.

5. discuss ideas on relevant topics as they evolve in the classroom.

6. discuss and evaluate the concept of utopia and dystopia.

7. analyze the community structure of the novel and evalute its viability and value to its citizens.

8. demonstrate an awareness of customs, values, and beliefs in the novel and their connection to the actions and quality of life of the characters.

9. examine the benefits and detriments of the novel’s community.

10. examine the benefits and detriments of our society.

11. summarize the underlying meaning, not merely the superficial details.

12. write clear response to comprehension questions using examples from the text.

13. use reading strategies to monitor comprehension.

Content:

I.  Literary Techniques

A. Allegory

B. Symbolism

C. Character analysis

II. Concepts

A. Customs and culture

B. Analysis of society and its impact upon the actions and quality of life of the characters

C. Analysis of what determines a society’s failure or success

III.  Writing


A.  Response writing



1.  Pre and post reading



2.  Reflections



      a. Reactions to first impression



      b. Making predictions



      c.  Developing inferences



      d.  Drawing conclusions



      e.  Evaluating outcomes


IV. Evaluation:

1. Quizzes

2. Tests

3. Projects 

4. Reading responses/online academic journals

5. Class participation
