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Course Overview:

This full year course is designed to insert energy in the 5th grade student’s language arts program. The student will develop basic writing skills, acknowledge the correct use of mechanics, and construct simple and compound sentences.  A light grammar review is also incorporated. Each unit invites the student to explore various writing genres in a fun way. The course design is attractive and conducive to learning, and many theme-related assignments are implemented to engage the young writer! 

The Fundamentals 

In the Spotlight:

Fiction – igniting creative and imaginative skills
Non-fiction – developing skills for academic performance

Writing Process - planning, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing

Sentence Structure – constructing simple and compound sentences

Punctuation – incorporating different forms of marks to express ideas 

Special Features:

Buzzwords – building vocabulary

Writers’ Theater – presenting compositions 

Reflection Forums – describing things learned during class time

Genres:
Autobiography

Book Report

Realistic Fiction

Poetry 

Expository

Myth
Research

Admission Requirements:

· The student must be at least 10 years old by the beginning of  the school year (or in 5th grade).
· The student’s placement test must be approved by the instructor.
· The student must be able to write a basic paragraph of at least four sentences.
· The student must be able to construct complete sentences.
· The parent must possess basic word-processing and email skills.
Expectations for AIW:

· The course is designed to aid the parent in developing the student’s basic writing skills; therefore, it is required that the parent attends each class session during the first semester.

· The parent is the overseer of the student’s assignments.  The parent is responsible for helping the student complete assignments, meet deadlines, post assignments, and send emails to the instructor if necessary. 

· The parent will provide continuous feedback on the student’s assignments.

· The student should expect to spend approximately 2 – 4 hours on assignments each week. 

Assessments:

Students do not take any exams in this course.

Grades:

This is a non-graded course.

Materials:

DVD lessons: Writing Traits. 

For this DVD set, visit: 
https://store.afa.net/c/60/potters-school-products
Required Software:

Microsoft Word or a Word-compatible Open Office equivalent is required. There can be no exceptions to this requirement since we use the reviewing function in Word extensively to respond to students’ writing. MS Word is not WordPerfect or WordPad. 

