Advanced Composition Course of Study

Content

Mrs. Troxell has written an advanced compositional writing course that will help prepare the college-bound student for most 100 series comp classes and for the SATs. Mrs. Troxell, Mrs. Neuman, Ms. Corrin, and Mrs. Musser will teach the course. Although this course is advertised as a tenth grade or higher course, the teachers will take exceptional students at a younger age. 

All students must be prepared to receive honest criticism about their work. Students are expected to work at a pre-college level in both their grammar and writing skills. Some schools may consider this an honors-level class. Students weekly complete one 500 to 1,500 word composition. Additionally, students will conduct peer reviews and will review grammar concepts during their weekly meeting time. The course allows students to review all major portions of grammar and punctuation relevant to their writing. Instead of just learning 7-9 major compositional styles of writing, students will write closer to 20 styles in over 30 different assignments.

Presentation

The Advanced Composition course is presented as a “live” videoconference class, meeting once a week online for 1.5 hours. We use the latest version of the Gatherworks’ software. Students submit compositions to their instructor for grading, critiquing, and comment.

Additionally, as the year progresses, students submit compositions in class for peer review.

Parents have the option of having their student complete weekly grammar worksheets as well, which they will then score and record for their student’s records. The instructor will provide the grammar worksheets and answer keys. To excel in this particular class, students must meet a tough grading standard and produce all work on time. Students follow the classical manuscript format for all compositional styles. If questions arise, students contact their instructor by email or phone. Instructors keep in constant touch

with their students and their parents. 

Exams

Before classes begin, students complete a grammar and composition diagnostic test, which the instructor grades and returns for parent review. Each parent receives a diagnosis of where his or her student’s weaknesses and strengths in grammar and writing fall. Students

coming from The Potter’s School English 3 with grades of B or better do not need to take the diagnostics test. For those taking the test, instructors encourage parents to note weakness along with the yearly syllabus so that they will spend extra time assisting their

child through the more difficult concepts. During the course of the school year, students take timed midterm and semester final composition exams.

Composition

The instructors of this course aim for students to have an understanding and working knowledge of classical compositional writing. This course emphasizes the writing

process as styles in writing.

Objectives for Advanced Composition:

· To write well through the mastery of individual skills.

· To practice and learn various compositional styles.

· To gain an awareness of logical thinking and clear organization in writing.

· To learn how to express accurate observations and imaginative thoughts within the context of expository writing.

· To avoid writing weak, colorless, go-nowhere sentences.

· To avoid writing sentence fragments and run-on sentences.

· To coordinate and subordinate ideas effectively within different compositional styles.

· To avoid wordiness and overwriting.

· To create variety, interest, and proper emphasis in each comp style.

· To learn how to spot sentences needing revision, to correct structural inadequacies, and to eliminate awkwardness.
Course Outline
First Semester

	Writing principles/paragraph development
	Keys to writing/paragraph development

	Subject/verb agreement
	Approach to style/paragraph development

	Pronoun/antecedent agreement
	General expository comp

	Fragment & run-ons
	The rebuttal

	Using quotations properly
	The article

	Metadiscourse: you and it; first, second, or third-person voice?
	The argument

	Understanding possessives (its vs. it’s)
	Writer’s attitude/revising and rewriting fragments

	Usage: nominative v. objective voice
	Developing strong intro/concluding paragraphs

	Appositives, proper punctuation
	Logical and loophole thinking

	Details and particulars comp
	Cause and effect comp

	The essay
	Comparison and contrast comp


Second Semester

	Independent/dependent clauses & Punctuation
	The Imaginary Journey

	Adjective clauses—misplaced modifiers
	The argument reviewed

	Simple/Compound sentences & punctuation
	Description comp

	Sentence types & Punctuation
	News reports

	Capitalization
	 The Précis 

	Commas/apostrophes
	Critical evaluative book review

	Semicolons/colons
	Narrative comp

	Quotation Marks
	Details & particulars comp

	Hyphens/dashes
	The sketch

	Parentheses brackets
	Analysis comp

	Sentence variety implementation
	Analysis comp

	Word choice
	Process comp

	Imitation writing
	Opposition comp


