Early American Literature Entrance Exam 
and Informational Questionnaire
Dear prospective Early American Literature student,

Once you have registered for this course, please (1) complete the essay question and (2) answer the informational questionnaire below. 

Essay Question
1. Choose a short story or novel you feel familiar enough with to write a general literary essay on—like what you would do for any literary test question. I expect to see upper high school-level writing and vocabulary choices in this exam. 

2. Look over the essay exam questions and make a choice of one.
3. You may have the fiction short story or novel handy to refer to so you can add quotations as proof or justification of what you are trying to say.

4. Be sure to italicize the title of any book each time you type it. Put the title of a short story inside “quotation marks” as shown here.

5. Be sure to underline your thesis sentence.

6. Be sure to put “quotation marks around any direct quotation” that you take from the book.

7. Take five days to complete this exam. Spend your time writing the essay and then carefully editing your work. I accept students into this class by date of registration and not by the date I receive their placement exams, so there is no need for you to rush.

8. Use NO MORE than two BE verbs (am, is, are, was, were, be, been, being) within any paragraph. BE verbs within quoted material do not count against you. Stay away from all passive writing.
9. Do not use any contractions.

10. Do not start any sentences with articles (a, an, the) or any two sentences with the same word within a paragraph.

11. Do not write in the second person voice: avoid the pronouns you, your, or yourself.

12. You must type your response. Be sure to edit out any punctuation, grammar, or spelling errors. Such errors will count against you.

13. Send your final copy to me as a Microsoft Word attachment: MrsMusser@pottersschool.org.  Use this file name (edited with your last name): Smith-AL-EntranceExam.doc. Use this subject line on the email (edited with your last name): AL/Entrance Exam/Smith
14. You MUST write 400-600 words for your response. Please count your total words and give that total in your header.

15. Place this header on the upper left corner of your essay:

Your Name (real name, not TPS name)
Early American Literature 

Novel’s or Short Story’s Title
Total words: 
# of essay question you chose
16. Skip two lines and paste the essay question you chose to answer. Then skip one line and begin your essay response. Remember to follow essay format by writing an introductory paragraph that restates the essay question as part of the answer. You do not need a title.
17. Single-space your paragraphs and skip one line between paragraphs. Do NOT indent—use block format.

18. Pray with a parent before you begin the process and ask the Lord to give you creative thought. 

19. You may NOT have an adult review or edit your report. I want to decide whether or not you can attend my literature class based on your work and not that of others.

Choose ONE from these four choices:

Essay #1

Choose three particular ideas (spiritual, social, relational, economic, or political) the author expressed in the work you have chosen to write about. Discuss your agreement or disagreement with these ideas. You should have an introductory paragraph, three body paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph. Each paragraph should be 5-12 sentences.
Essay #2

Analyze the tone or mood of the literary work you have chosen. Was it satirical, ironic, sentimental, humorous, realistic, romantic, existential, suspenseful, or a combination of several? You will need to quote the work to prove use of tone by the author. You should have an introductory paragraph, three body paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph. Each paragraph should be 5-12 sentences.
Essay #3

Looking at the characters (protagonist, antagonist, foil, existential character, and flat [non-developed] characters), discuss the author’s effective use of characterization. Also, mention any stereotyping or weakness in character development you found in the work. You should have an introductory paragraph, three body paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph. Each paragraph should be 5-12 sentences.
Essay #4

Choose one of the general themes found in literature: man vs. man, man vs. himself, man vs. nature, man vs. God, or man vs. the supernatural. Now fully explain the effective use of this theme by the author to carry out the plot or story’s action, character development, and author’s worldview. You should have an introductory paragraph, three body paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph. Each paragraph should be 5-12 sentences.

Informational Questionnaire
Below your essay response please include answers to these questions (you do not need to follow the writing rules mentioned above for these questions):

1. What will your age be at the start of the 2010-11 school year?

2. What will your grade be at the start of the 2010-11 school year?

3. What Potter’s School high school literature or writing courses have you taken or are you taking? When did you take them? Who are/were your teachers? What final grades (or current grades for current courses) did you receive?

4. What other Potter’s School English courses have your completed or are you taking? What grades did you receive or are you receiving? Who were/are your teachers?

5. How many other Potter’s School classes do you plan to take along with this class? Which courses?

6. Why are you planning to take this course (as a high school literature requirement, for fun, as an elective, to prepare for an AP or CLEP exam, etc.)?

7. What do you hope to learn from this course?
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