Hello and welcome to the information page for Writers Workshop! Please read the information carefully before registering. Each year we have a couple of families “surprised” that they are required to attend class with their child and not just listen occasionally. We can not emphasize strongly enough that parents play a unique role in this course, unlike most other TPS offerings. 

We are excited that you are interested in Writers Workshop and encourage you to write the instructors or the course creator, Diana Thomas, at MrsThomas@pottersschool.org, with any questions. 
From a WW parent….

“The Writer's Workshop … allowed me to have a very

productive year of writing composition with my 12-year-old son.   The course

was challenging, yet not overwhelming.   Having the weekly tutoring and

assignments … kept my feet to the fire in the midst of a very busy

year with schooling older children, having a toddler and building a home.

My job was to see my son through all his assignments and help with the

writing process, but did not have to design the curriculum. …constant and thorough feedback and assessment of my son's writing has helped

him progress light-years in his writing and I learned so much each week as

well, that I was not about to miss a class!  Parent and child will grow in

this class.”

Requirements for acceptance into Writers Workshop

All WW applicants must submit a placement test. In order to decide if WW is the right course for your child, consider this list of abilities. Please note that your child does not need to have mastered the composition skills, but be reasonably knowledgeable about them. 

Students should be:

· at least 11 years old by fall of the academic year. Instructors will discuss exceptions on a case-by-case basis for much older students.

· able to write a 3-paragraph composition with at least 5 sentences in each paragraph.

· able to identify a topic sentence and understand what it does.

· able to write complete sentences. 

· able to identify sentence fragments and run-ons 

· able to identify simple and compound sentence structures. 

· able to identify nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, and conjunctions. 

· able to correctly use end punctuation, commas, and understand the purpose of quotation marks. 

In addition, students should have, or should be learning, typing skills that allow them to compose on the computer, input their material from handwritten drafts, and write fluently in the chat box during class. 

Knowledge of using email and attachments is necessary. 

Parents also need basic word-processing and emailing skills.

Expectations for Writers Workshop

1. A parent must attend class with the student not only because of the age and maturity of the students, but because this course also teaches the homeschool teacher! The instructor will ask a student to leave the class if a parent is not attending. If a parent cannot commit to attending this class and closely monitoring assignments, then please reconsider whether Writer’s Workshop is right for your family. Parents sign a parent agreement as part of the placement test. 

2. Parents will give continuous guidance and feedback to their children’s writing. 

Note to ESL parents: If a parent is a non-native English speaker and feels uncertain about his or her English proficiency, the family will need to provide another adult to take the course with the student. 

3. The first two classes will be for parents only. Parents will learn the WW model, their role as facilitator at home, and the course procedures. 

4. Student time commitment. Students should expect to write for five (5) 30-45 minutes outside of class time. 
5. Parent participation in the writing process. 

Instructors comment on the 1st and final drafts, with the parent giving comments on the 2nd draft. Instructors provide comment guides for parents. In November students take over giving comments to one another on the 2nd draft with direct parent oversight. 

Parents will also learn to use the forum and give oversight to the assignments requiring use of the forum. 

6. Purchase requirements:  
1. DVD lessons: Writing Traits and Essay Set 1. 
For these 2 DVD’s, go to: 

https://store.afa.net/c/60/potters-school-products
2. Possible grammar materials starting in the 2012-13 school year. 
7. Software. We require students to use Microsoft Word or a Word-compatible Open Office equivalent for Writer’s Workshop class. There can be no exceptions to this requirement since we use the reviewing function in Word extensively to respond to students’ writing. MS Word is not WordPerfect or WordPad. 

8. Sharing writing

Because all writers need feedback and because writers learn by giving feedback to others, students participate in sharing their pieces and giving constructive feedback to others during class and on the online forum. 

This is an important part of the Writer’s Workshop process and is not optional. We all grow by admonishing one another and will do so in a loving, caring manner. Iron, after all, does sharpen iron. We will spend time learning the procedure for giving feedback and what to do with feedback that is received. Instructors carefully oversee this process, so that comments are ESP (encouraging, specific, and polite).

As mentioned above, we will use the forum feature to interact with each other. This is not optional. 

9. Pre-reqs. There are no pre-requisite classes for WW. The placement test can be downloaded from the link in the course description. 

FAQ’s

How much do we write each week?
Because writing is an art form and a craft, we need to practice just like we practice musical instrument or a sport. Students will be expected to hold their own writing sessions for at least 30-45 minutes, 5 days a week (or the equivalent) outside of class time. Students must have their writing typed into a Word document if they choose to handwrite their drafts. 

What happens during my writing sessions at home?

 

Students will be alone at the computer or in a private writing space doing the things that writers do: brainstorming, drafting, revising, editing, and even daydreaming! Not all writing sessions are as fruitful as others, but all writers must be disciplined to write something on a consistent basis, even if they don’t feel like writing. See time commitment above.
   
What will we write about?

Students will write primarily about topics of their choice during the beginning weeks of the class and throughout the year in “personal choice” writing.  By the end of the first quarter, students begin writing formal essays. We will write personal narratives, character sketches, comparison/contrast essays, persuasive essays, and process essays. A fiction study occurs at the end of the first semester.  See syllabus below. 

Why does the course require students to use the forum?
Sharing our writing with others is an important part of what a Writers Workshop entails. Students post their writing on a forum created only for his or her section of WW. Parents and students visit forums of classmates giving praises and suggestions at assigned times. Instructors and parents oversee the comments at all times. 

WW SYLLABUS 

Good teaching responds to student needs; therefore, this syllabus is subject to change. In addition to what is listed below, students will write personal choice pieces, conference on one another’s writing, and participate in class conferences. 
Note that assignments are color-coded to help you follow the number of weeks for a particular composition. 
	Week #
	

	1 
	Focus: For Parents— “Teaching the Art of Writing” seminar part 1. 
Assignments:
1.View DVD lessons Writing Traits overview” & “Organization – paragraph”

 Paragraph due week 2

	2
	Paragraph assignment due
Focus: For parents – “Teaching the Art of Writing” seminar part 2.

Assignments:

1.View DVD lesson “Personal Narrative” includes prewriting Positive-Negative Graph, due week 3; start D1, but not due until week 4; TC due week 7

2. View DVD lesson “sentence variety”

3. Complete sentence combining exercise

	3
	Positive-Negative graph due, D1 started
Sentence combining exercise due

Focus: 

1. Personal Narrative discussion about dvd lesson; look at samples

2. Learning our Writing process

Assignments:

1. Personal Narrative D1 due week 4

2. ESP Conference comment assignment, due week 4 

	4
	Personal Narrative D1 due
Conference comment assignment due

Focus:

1. Teach Character Sketch (D1 due week 5; TC due week 8)

Assignments:

1. Character Sketch D1 due week 5

2.View DVD lesson “Information & Elaboration”


	5
	Character Sketch D1 due
Focus:

1. Discuss dvd lesson: Info & Elaboration

2. Personal Narratives returned;

D2 revising and SE checklists
Assignments:

1. Personal Narrative TC due week 7

2. Personal Choice #1 (D1 due week 6, TC due week 9)
3. Elaboration assignment

4. View DVD lesson “Word choice”

	6
	Personal Choice  due
Elaboration assignment

Focus:

1. Elaboration discussion

2. Writing Catchy leads 
Assignments:

1. Personal Narrative TC due week 7

2. Character Sketch TC due week 8

3. Writing Catchy Leads assign

	7
	Personal Narrative TC due
Writing Catchy Leads 

Focus:

1. Discuss Catchy Leads solutions

2. Writing with Style intro

Assignments:

1. Character Sketch TC due week 8 
2. View DVD lesson “organization- essay
3. Personal Choice – TC due week 9

4. Writing with Style assign

	8
	Character Sketch TC due

Writing with Style assign

Focus:

1. Writing with Style

2. Organizing an essay

3. Parent check-in meeting

Assignments: 

1. View DVD lesson “Process essay”
2. PC TC due week 9

3. Process essay PW 

4. Forum visits

	9
	Personal Choice TC due
Process essay PW

Focus:

1. Process essay discussion after dvd lesson
2. Conference Partners assigned

Assignments:

1. Process essay D1 due week 10; TC due week 13)
2. similes

3. View DVD lesson “Mechanics”

	10 
	Process essay D1 due
Simile assignment

Focus:

1. Discuss similes

2. scrutinizing your revising process

3. Introduce folktales (PW due week 11; D1 due week 12; TC due 15)

4. Thanksgiving snapshot

Assignments:

1. Folktale PW due week 11

2. Thanksgiving snapshot

3. Grammar diagnostic (score by week 12)



	11
	Folktale PW due, start D1
Thanksgiving snapshots
Focus:

1. Process essay discussion

2. Sharing snapshots

3. Punctuating dialogue

4. Folktale discussion
Assignments:

1.View DVD lesson “voice”

2. Process essay TC due week 13

3. Folktale D1 due week 12

	12
	Folktale D1 due
parents report scores grammar diagnostic

Focus:

1. Discussion about dvd lesson -voice

2. Sensory writing: Show Me, Don’t tell me

Assignments:

1. Process TC due week 13

2. Cutting the Fluff

3. Forum Encouragement visit



	13
	Process essay TC due
Focus:

1. Holiday in Review

Assignments:

1. Holiday in Review, due week 14

2.View DVD lesson “comparison-contrast essay” PW due week 14 

3. Folktales, TC due 15



	
	Christmas Break

	14

rotate partners
	Holiday in Review due

C-C PW due
Focus:

1. share Holiday in Review

2.Discuss DVD lesson: Comparison-Contrast essay. 

Assignments:

1. Folktale TC due week 15

2.Comparison-Contrast D1, due week 15; TC due week 17

	15 
	Folktale TC due 

C-C D1 due
Focus: 

1. Placement writing – in class self-conference

2. Semester reflections

Assignments:

1. Semester reflections due week 16

	16  
	Semester reflections due

Focus:

1. share Sem. Refl. 

2. Grammar review starts 

3. Meeting with parents about Eng 1 preparation. 

Assignments:

1. Comparison-contrast TC due week 17

	17
	Comparison-Contrast TC’s due 
Focus: 

1. Grammar review

2. Intro to Fiction writing and PW exercises
3. Writing Trait exercises/fiction topic. Narrative and dialogue in fiction 

Assignments:

1. Fiction PW exercises

	18
	Fiction PW due

Focus:

1. Grammar review 

2. Fiction PW sharing

3. Elements of fiction

Assignments:

1. Fiction D1 due

	19
	Fiction D1 due
Focus: 

1. Grammar review

2. Fiction/settings

Assignments:

1.  Fiction settings assignment



	20
	Fiction settings assignment due 

Focus:

1. Grammar review

2. Dialogue punctuation

3. Sharing settings

4. Fiction class conferences

Assignments:

1. Fiction, TC due week 22 

	
	WINTER BREAK

	21 
	Sentence assignment due

Focus:

Fiction class conferences

Assignments
1. Fiction TC due

	22
	Fiction TC due
Focus: 

Introduce: Pro-Con essay

Assignments:

1. Pro-Con D1 due week 23, TC due 26

	23
	Pro-Con D1 due
Focus:  pro-con essay writing

Assignments: 
1. Forum visit

2.  grammar diagnostic for Eng 

	24
	Grammar diagnostic

Focus: Analyzing your writing process
Assignments:

1. Pro-Con TC due week 26

2. Analyzing your writing process d1

	25
	Analyzing your writing process due
Focus

1. Rewriting nursery rhymes (vocab development)

2. Begin Round Robin story

Assignments: 

1. Pro-con TC due week 26

	26
	Pro-Con TC due 

Focus:

1. Introduce Critiques (Opinion essays)

Assignments:

1. Critique D1 due week 27; TC due week 30

	
	SPRING BREAK

	27
	Critique D1 due 

Focus:

Introduce Family story

Assignments:

Family story D1 due week 29; TC due week 31

	28
	Focus

Class conferences

Assignments:

1. Family story D1 due week 29

2. Critique TC due week 30



	29
	Family story D1 due (self-conference)

Focus

1. Class conferences: Critiques

Assignment:


1. Critique TC due

	30
	Critique TC due 
Focus:
Letter to future WW students

Family stories
Assignments: 

1. Family story TC due 31

2. Letters due week 31

	31
	Family Story TC due

 Letters due
Focus: sharing family stories


	32
	Last class


