Parental Agreement, Diagnostic Exemption, Diagnostic Exam
Welcome:
I am excited to begin a new year of registration. Thank you for considering A Journey Through Narnia. This document contains several parts:
I. Parental responsibility agreement

II. Narnia Diagnostic Exemption Form
III. Diagnostic Exam Questions

The diagnostic exam is not complete without the parent response to the agreement and the student answers. Please read both sections carefully and contact me with any questions.

I strongly urge you to read the course overview found on the TPS website if you have not already done so.

I. Parent responsibility agreement
Please read the following agreement carefully before administering the diagnostic exam to your child. We ask that you respond at the end by writing a very brief agreement statement.

Understanding my role and yours is important to the success of your student and can help avoid misunderstanding, frustration, and even failure. The TPS instructor is an online tutor supporting homeschool instruction. We offer our professional advice and opinions, as well as provide curriculum and instructions, but parents must commit at home educators.  We do not replace the home school teacher. Parents must commit to close oversight of the student as outlined below. It is through such agreement that we can continue to offer high quality online educational services with the missional goal of assisting parents in the discipleship of their children to glorify the Lord Christ Jesus.

If you, the parent, cannot provide this oversight, or if you believe parent oversight is not really necessary, please withdraw your child’s registration.

An overview of parental responsibilities

1. Parent attendance.

Parent must attend the entire 90-minute class session with the student for the first three classes of Narnia.

Guidelines and procedures, which I will outline during these sessions, will lay the foundation for the course. I may request that a parent attend more frequently based on student performance and/or behavior. An older sibling or veteran TPS student is not an acceptable substitute. Our experience has repeatedly shown that no matter how technically capable or academically strong the student, the online paradigm presents unique challenges that need monitoring by a home school teacher.

2. Technical knowledge.
Parent needs to:
1. know basic functions of MS Word

2. know how to email and attach documents

3. learn the uploading and downloading procedures for TPS assignments

4. maintain a working microphone.

3. Organization
Parent agrees to:

1. Read the course handbook and become familiar with procedures and policies.

2. Follow the weekly agenda, know the assignments and due dates, and request any extensions in a timely manner.

3. Help students organize their materials into notebooks per guidelines.

4. Watch students save their assignment with the correct file names.

5. Watch students upload assignments to the TPS server.

6. Read through the assignment documents with students outside of class time.

7. Check e-mail at least once a day.

Parent response: At this time, please write a 1-2 sentence statement acknowledging that you have read and understand the parent responsibilities outlined above. Please place your agreement at the top of the Narnia Diagnostic Exemption Form or the diagnostic answer sheet in the designated space. Again, I will not consider a student for approval until the parent completes this important step.
Potential Narnia students/parents must do one of the following:
(1) If you have passed or are currently enrolled in TPS English II, you may fill out and return the Narnia Diagnostic Exemption Form on the next page. Copy and paste the page into a separate Word or Word-compatible document. Fill in the required information and return it to me via the instructions given on the page. 
(2) If you are new to The Potter’s School (TPS) you must take the Diagnostic Exam, which you can find at the end of this document. This exam is a shortened sample of what your child will find and do in my class every week. It must be completed and returned to me within 10 days of registration. Please put Narnia Diagnostic-student name in the subject line of the e-mail, attach the diagnostic, and send to me at MrsR@pottersschool.org . After grading this exam, I will return it to you with either an approval for placement or a recommendation for another class. 

I want to take a moment here and remind you that even though A Journey Through Narnia is a fun class, it is also a lot of work. Your child will write like he or she has not written before. They will not only be reading a wonderful set of books, The Chronicles of Narnia, they will be doing a lot of writing each week. Please keep that in mind as you determine the schedule for your child next year. You can see more about the class by going to my website at www.pottersschool.org/MrsR/Narnia/index.html  .

I look forward to receiving your diagnostic exam or Exemption Form.

Sincerely in Christ,

Mrs. Richards
II. Narnia Diagnostic Exemption Form

This form is only for those students currently enrolled in TPS who have earned or are earning an 80 or higher in English II.  If you do not qualify for this exemption, discard this page and complete the diagnostic exam.

1. Copy and paste this page into a separate Word or Word-compatible document. 

2. Parent type Parent responsibility agreement statement

3. Student fill out the form 
4. Email it back as a file attachment to Mrs. Richards (MrsR@pottersschool.org) within five days. 
5. Send the email with this subject line: Narnia/Exemption/CharlieX (edited with your TPS name).
After I have reviewed your form to see that the Parent responsibility statement is included, you qualify for an exemption and has confirmed your grades with your past/current teacher for the prerequisite class, I will approve you for this course. Please allow seven days from the time you return this form for this process.
Part I. Parent responsibility agreement statement. Type here:

Part II. Student info

1. What is your first and last name? 

2. What section number(s) are you registered in? Please list all sections.

3. What will your age be at the start of the 2009-2010 school year?

4. What will your grade be at the start of the 2009-2010 school year?

5. What teacher do/did you have in English II?

6. What grade did you earn or are you currently earning in this course?

7. What other Potter’s School English courses (junior high or high school) have you taken or are you taking? When did you take them? With what teachers? What final grades (or current grades for current courses) did you receive?

8. What do you hope to learn from this course?

III. Narnia Diagnostic Exam
Parents please do not help your child or give any hints to the answers of this exam. Even a little help will negate the purpose, which is to place your child in the proper course for maximum opportunity for success and learning.  From past experience I have found that when a parent helped the student on the exam, the child had more difficulties in class. This diagnostic is a tool to help me judge how they will fare in the class and to give them an idea of the type of work they will complete.
Following instructions is an important part of taking on-line classes. Failure to follow instructions will not only result in my returning the un-scored diagnostic exam and delay student approval, but it also gives me reason to believe that the student may not be a good candidate for our on-line classes. The Diagnostic Exam will be graded based on the Guidelines given below. Please take time to read them and then edit the exam before submitting it. 

You may find it beneficial to print out the exam and instructions to look through before and after completing the exam. Complete the following diagnostic exam within 10 days of registration and submit it to me as an attachment at MrsR@pottersschool.org.  
In the subject line of your email please type in “Narnia Diagnostic Exam—student name” substituting the student’s name. I will critique it and return it to you within 10 days. If you have any questions, please contact me.

Guidelines for both part of Exam: 

My students use these guidelines to check their work before submission because I use it as a guide for grading. I will use it to grade your work as well. Following directions is a large part of your success in taking this diagnostic, so check this out carefully! (
--Submit your essay in 12-pt Times New Roman, single space
--Double space between paragraphs

--Give the composition a title

--No abbreviations—write out the words

--Use numbers properly—spell out numbers below ten

--Do not use THE, A, or AN to start sentences 

--Do not begin two sentences alike in same paragraph

--Each paragraph has at least 4 sentences and no more than 12

--No more than 2 “be” verbs in paragraph or a total of 4 in each composition 

       (Am, is, are, was, were, be, been, and sometimes being)

--NO Contractions!
Let’s Begin!
1. Open a new Word or Word-compatible document and type in the parts in blue. Do not simply fill in the blanks
2. Read the excerpt, do the vocabulary, nswer the questions, write the essay, and then return to me according to previous instructions.

Name

Age

Date of Birth

At this time, please turn off all grammar and spelling check functions on your computer.
Part I. Parent responsibility agreement statement.  Type here:

Part II – Read the excerpt at the end of the document from Voyage of the Dawn Treader, using it to answer the following:
Vocabulary 

Find the following words in the excerpt, write a definition in context, and use it in a sentence without using any “be” verbs.
1. Lounging

2. Languid

3. Dandified

4. Gaped

5. Bilious

6. Dossiers

7. Pardoned

8. Vagabonds

Questions

Answer the following questions, based on the excerpt, in full sentences and restating the question within your answer.

1. Why did Caspian not give the soldiers time to think when he came through the gate?

2. Describe the soldiers and their attitudes. Give me at least 3 sentences.

3. What did Caspian expect of the soldier the next day?

4. Describe Gumpas’s attitude towards his visitors and tell what he does to imply this attitude. Give me at least 3 sentences.

5. What do you think was going through Caspian’s mind as he sat down facing Gumpas?

Part III - Essay

Select one of the questions below and write a 400-word essay using the guidelines I gave you at earlier. 
Questions:

 1. Discuss a book (other than The Chronicles) you've read where the main character represents a type of Christ. Think through how effectively the author did the representation, how the character failed as Christ, how the character affected your thinking about spiritual things, and how you would have improved the character.
2. Discuss whether or not you believe Christian authors should use violence, death, and evil characters (such as witches) in their literature. As you discuss this topic conclude by giving a Biblical bases (refer to Scripture) for your position.
 

3. Explain how you would present these concepts in literature: salvation and resurrection.
 

4.  Explain what you see as the pros and cons of Christians reading fantasy literature. Be sure to give examples from fantasy books you have read (other than The Chronicles) that cause you to have the views you do.
 
Excerpted from The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, Chapter 4, Page 56-59

“. . . Then the King and his followers strode into the courtyard. Here a number of the governor’s guards were lounging about and several more (they were mostly wiping their mouths) came tumbling out of various doorways. Though their armor was in a disgraceful condition, these were fellows who might have fought if they had been led or had known what was happening; so this was the dangerous moment. Caspian gave them no time to think.

‘Where is the captain?’ he asked.

‘I am, more or less, if you know what I mean,’ said a languid and rather dandified young person without any armor at all.

‘It is our wish,’ said Caspian, ‘that our royal visitation to our realm of the Lone Islands should, if possible, be an occasion of joy and not of terror to our loyal subjects. If it were not for that, I should have something to say about the state of your men’s armor and weapons. As it is, you are pardoned. Command a cask of wine to be opened that you men may drink our health. But at noon tomorrow I wish to see them here in this courtyard looking like men-at-arms and not like vagabonds. See to it on pain of our extreme displeasure.’

The captain gaped but Bern immediately cried, ‘Three cheers for the King,’ and the soldiers, who had understood about the cask of wine even if they understood nothing else joined in. Caspian then ordered most of his own men to remain in the courtyard. He, with Bern and Drinian and four others, went into the hall.

Behind a table at the far end with various secretaries about him sat his Sufficiency, the Governor of the Lone Islands. Gumpas was a bilious-looking man with hair that had once been red and was now mostly gray. He glanced up as the strangers entered and then looked down at his papers saying automatically, ‘No interviews without appointments except between nine and ten p.m. on second Saturdays.’

Caspian nodded to Bern and then stood aside. Bern and Drinian took a step forward and each seized one end of the table. They lifted it, and flung it on one side of the hall where it rolled over, scattering a cascade of letters, dossiers, ink-pots, pens, sealing-wax and documents. Then, not roughly but as firmly as if their hands were pincers of steel, they plucked Gumpas out of his chair and deposited him, facing it, about four feet away. Caspian at once sat down in the chair and laid his naked sword a cross his knees.”
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