English I

The Potter’s School 

One-Year Course in Basic Language Arts 

Class Overview 

Lisa A. Cooper and Kristy Massie have written a language arts course designed to build a strong foundation in the workings of the English language. The program emphasizes composition, literature, and diagramming/grammar studies. 

To excel in this class, students must work at a junior high school level in both written work and attitude. Students can expect to spend approximately 5+ hours per week on writing assignments (2+ hours), reading novels (2+ hours), and diagramming/grammar (1+ hour).
Parents

A parent is required to:

· Attend the first four classes with their student.

· Provide oversight for assignment submissions.

· Use instructor-provided answer keys to score exercises and exams.

· provide feedback on student writings at the second draft stage

· Report quarterly grammar exam scores.

· Communicate directly with the instructor when needed.

Incoming Skills

Incoming English I students should possess the following skills:

·  Able to follow instructions and adhere to due dates with parent oversight.

·  Able to conduct themselves appropriately in the online classroom.

·  Read at a seventh-grade level (minimum).

·  Write clear and understandable sentences and paragraphs.

·  Able to define, identify, and use the eight basic parts of speech.

·  Able to define and identify the basic parts of a sentence.

·  Able to identify the four sentence types. 

Objectives at Course Completion
· Identify, compose, and classify complete sentences. 

· Diagram all four sentence types. 

· Identify active and passive voice. 

· Write in active voice. 

· Construct a clear, concise thesis.

· Construct well-elaborated paragraphs that support the thesis. 

· Construct a composition, focusing on structure and style. 

· Gain experience in editing their writing. 

· Understand and use punctuation in their writing. 

· Identify basic elements of literature.
· Identify basic elements of poetry and types of poetry. 

· Gain experience in oral presentation with an increased vocabulary.
Assessment 
Students will complete at least four major writing assignments. In addition to compositions, students receive scores in grammar/diagramming, literature, and poetry.
Course Placement 
Students seeking placement in this class must take and pass the Placement Test or must have taken the Writer’s Workshop course offered through The Potter’s School, receiving teacher recommendation to move into English I.  The English I Placement Test contains two areas:  grammar and composition.  Students must exhibit basic proficiency in both areas in order to enter the class.
Course Materials List 

All books can be purchased through the TPS virtual bookstore at http://direct.mbsbooks.com/pottersschool.htm. 
Required texts: 

1.  Redwall by Brian Jacques


  Firebird Fantasy, 1986, paperback

  ISBN-13: 978-0-14-230237-8
2.  In Freedom’s Cause  by G. A. Henty 


  Robinson Books, 2002, paperback 


  ISBN-13: 978-1-59087-066-2
Recommended resources: 

1. The Gregg Reference Manual, 10th Edition, by William A. Sabin.  

   (Optional for English I students, but required for TPS high school English courses.) 
2. The Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary, 10th Edition. 
Required software:

1. Microsoft Word (2000 or later) or its Open Office equivalent is used for most student assignments.  Instructors use the reviewing function for giving feedback to compositions.   

2. Microsoft PowerPoint or its Open Office equivalent is used to view weekly class documents and create presentations throughout the year.
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