English I Parent Agreement & Diagnostic Placement Test 

The Potter’s School

Dear Parents, 

Thank you for your interest in The Potter’s School English I program. This document contains two parts: part one is the parental agreement and part two is the diagnostic placement test. The placement test will not be considered complete without both parts submitted.  Please read both sections carefully and contact the class instructor with any questions.  
Part I:   Please read the following agreement carefully before administering the placement test to your child. We ask that you respond at the end by writing a very brief agreement statement.  

Understanding our role and yours is important to the success of your student and can help avoid misunderstanding, frustration, and even failure. The TPS instructor is an online tutor supporting homeschool instruction. We offer our professional advice and opinions, as well as provide curriculum and instruction, but parents continue their roles as home educators. We do not replace the home school teacher. Parents must commit to close oversight of the student as outlined below. It is through such agreement that we can continue to offer high quality online educational services with the missional goal of assisting parents in the discipleship of their children to glorify the Lord Christ Jesus. 

If you, the parent, cannot provide this oversight, or if you believe parent oversight is not really necessary, please withdraw your child’s registration.

An overview of parental responsibilities: 
1. Parent attendance.

 Parents should attend:
1. Open House the week before classes start 

Parents must attend:

2.  The entire 90-minute class session with the student for the first four classes of English I. 
Guidelines and procedures, which instructors outline during these sessions, will lay the foundation for the course. Instructors may request that a parent attend more frequently based on student performance and/or behavior. An older sibling or veteran TPS student is not an acceptable substitute. Our experience has repeatedly shown that no matter how technically capable or academically strong the student, the online paradigm presents unique challenges that need monitoring by a home school teacher.

2. Technical knowledge. Parent needs to:

1. know basic functions of MS Word or Open Office.

2. know how to email and attach documents.

3. learn the uploading and downloading procedures for TPS assignments.

4. maintain a working microphone.

3. Organization. Parent agrees to:

1.  Read the course handbook and becoming familiar with procedures and policies.

2. Follow the weekly Take Note documents, know the assignments and due dates, and request any extensions in a timely manner.  

3. Help students organize their materials into notebooks per instructor guidelines. 

4. Watch students save their assignment with the correct filenames.

5. Watch students upload assignments to Studyplace. 

6. Read through the assignment documents with students outside of class time. 

7. Check email daily. 

4. Grading. Parent agrees to:

1. Grade literature assignments and vocabulary and grammar quizzes using an instructor-prepared key.  

2. Submit scores from assignments and quizzes by the due date for the instructor to input to the grade page account. 

3.  Check posted grades in StudyPlace regularly for missing assignments.

4. Give content-focused comments on student writing at the 2nd draft stage of the writing process.  

Parent agreement: Please write a 1-2 sentence statement acknowledging that you have read and understand the parent responsibilities outlined above and “sign” your name. Please paste this statement at the top of your child’s answer document prior to submission.
Student Placement Test:

Part II:  This placement test will help the instructors determine your child’s readiness for English I. Please read the instructions carefully for each part of the test. Section A focuses on grammar and mechanics; Section B focuses on composition skills. Please do not help your student or give any hints to the answers of this placement test.  Even a little help will negate the purpose of the test. We want to insure that your child is placed in the proper course with maximum opportunity for success. 

Please print the test and type the answers to the grammar portion on the answer sheet. This is also where your parent agreement statement will go. Once the test is complete, please email only the composition diagnostic with the grammar answer sheet as an attachment to the instructor. 
**Please do not email this test document back – only the answers. 

If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact the instructor of the section for which you are registered. We will contact you within one week after receiving your child’s answer sheet with our placement recommendation. We look forward to serving with you.

Thank you and God bless,

Mrs. Kristy Massie
  
MrsMassie@pottersschool.org

Mrs. Lorri Wilke

MrsWilke@pottersschool.org
          
Mrs. Ruth Ann Frederick 
MrsFrederick@pottersschool.org

         
 Mrs. Adria Day                          MrsDay@pottersschool.org

Miss Abigail Nusbaum
             MissNusbaum@pottersschool.org


Mrs. Lori Talbert

MrsTalbert@pottersschool.org

Section A: Grammar Diagnostic

Parts of Speech

Read the paragraphs below and identify the italicized word by selecting the letter of the part of speech. The first one has been done for you as an example on the answer sheet. 

A = noun

B = pronoun

C = verb

D = adjective

E = adverb

F = preposition

G = conjunction

H = article adjective

Have (1) you ever (2) hiked into the wilderness (3) with a pack on your back?  Have you ever (4) camped under (5) the stars?  (6) Backpacking was  (7)once popular only with mountaineers, (8) but now almost anyone (9) who loves the outdoors (10) can become a (11 ) proficient backpacker.

     
First, however you (12) must be able to carry a heavy pack long distances (13) over mountain trails.  To get in shape, (14) start with short walks and (15) gradually increase (16) them to several miles.  (17) Exercising and going on practice hikes can (18) further build your strength.  (19) After a few short hikes, you (20) should be ready for a longer one.
Sentence structures

  Determine if the group of words below is a complete sentence, a run-on sentence, or a sentence fragment.  Write “sentence,” “run-on,” or “fragment” on your answer sheet. 
21. Finally finished the project we had been working on for months.

22. The fog obscures the skyscrapers, a soft rain began to fall.

23. Exactly what he had wanted to happen.

24. Quickly he ran to the fence, the horses had escaped during the night.

25. When his mother returned from her errands, he borrowed the car.
Parts of a sentence

Determine the simple subject and predicate of the following sentences.  Write the simple subject and predicate on your answer sheet.

26.  Juanita and Ted went to the movies.

27. The cabin that is next to ours stayed vacant.

28. Paul has been practicing all morning.
29. Most of the people stood in line for hours.

30. The answer to the question was wrong.
Identifying Types of Sentences

Please classify the following sentences as simple, compound, complex, or compound-complex.  
31.Christine left on time, but her bus was late.

32. When will you get to Boston, and how will you arrive?

33. We admired the vase that grandfather brought home from Tokyo.

34. You can either buy a new bicycle or fix the old one

35. Nancy and Jeff went hiking and brought back pictures of their trip.

Identifying clauses

Please identify the underlined portion of the sentence as “independent clause” or “dependent clause.”   
36. My mother, who was born and raised in Jamaica, really knows how to cook.

37. Whenever I have a chance, I try to learn her secrets. 

38. Part of your treat will be to smell the delicious aroma that comes from the kitchen.
39. My grandmother, whose cooking is spectacular, made her special sweet potato pie for desert. 
40. We must remember to buy the fresh hot peppers, onions, and spices that are needed for the seasoning in the meat. 

Section B: Composition Diagnostic:
There are two parts to the composition evaluation: a short paragraph to determine understanding and use of basic paragraph elements, and a longer piece to demonstrate overall writing ability.  Please follow the directions below.
1) Imagine you can live anywhere you want. Where would it be?  In a paragraph of 7-10 sentences, choose a place and explain one reason why you want to live there.

Be sure to include the following:

· a lead or hook to grab the reader’s attention  
· a clear topic sentence  
· an example or two  
· a concluding sentence 
· transitions throughout  
Type paragraph here:

Use the highlighter button to shade the following elements:  
· the lead sentence in blue
· the topic sentence in grey
· any examples in yellow
· the concluding sentence in pink
· any transitions in green
2) Think about a person who has greatly affected your life for good or for bad.  Compose a short essay of 2-3 paragraphs naming the person and the ways he/she has affected you.

Type short essay below:

Placement Test Answer Document:

Part I: Paste parental agreement statement here:

Part II: Placement Test 
Section A: Type Answers here:
1. B- pronoun
2. 

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Please submit only this answer document and the composition diagnostic.  Thanks![image: image1.wmf]
