Poetry

One-Semester Course
Course of Study Scope and Sequence by Mrs. Naomi Neuman

SCOPE OF CONTENT

Mrs. Naomi Neuman has written a high school literature course that will help prepare the college-bound student for most 100 to 200 series, college-level literature classes. Students wishing to take this course must have experience in writing essays, and they must willingly discipline themselves to study poetry that is rewarding, but often difficult. Students are expected to work at an advanced high school level to college level in their writing, analysis, peer critique, exam, and presentation skills throughout the semester. Weekly assignments typically consist of assigned reading, one 500-800 word essay, and often original poetry. On average, students may take from 4-8+ hours a week to read the material and prepare for normal assignments. The exact number of hours depends on how fast the student reads, comprehends, and writes. 

Because class discussions, weekly assignments, and essay exams require critical, evaluative, and analytical thought, students entering this course should have a general understanding of the fundamentals of literature: elements such as tone, mood, author point of view, theme, and figurative language. This course expands students’ abilities to write thoughtful, literary critique at the upper high school to college level. It also builds their understanding of poetry’s composition and historical development. It is good preparation for Advanced Placement English exams and college literature courses. Ultimately, the course aims to equip students to confidently understand, analyze, enjoy, and write good poetry.

SCOPE OF PRESENTATION

The Poetry course is presented as a live video-conference class, meeting once a week online for 1.5 hours. Students submit assignments to Mrs. Neuman for grading, critiquing, and comment. To excel in this particular class, students must meet a tough grading standard and produce all work on time. Students cannot fall behind in this class and remain in it; we move along too quickly. If questions arise, students and parents contact Mrs. Neuman by e-mail or phone. Mrs. Neuman strives to keep in constant touch with her students and their parents.
ATTENDANCE POLICY

Mrs. Neuman expects students to attend each weekly class, log in promptly, and maintain a working microphone. If a family knows their student must miss a particular class because of a mission trip, debate tournament, conference, family commitment, or another reason, the family should contact Mrs. Neuman early to obtain class materials so the student can submit assignments before the due date. Students should work ahead whenever possible rather than fall behind. Although Mrs. Neuman plans to record weekly class sessions, these do not take the place of live classes. As The Potter’s School’s policy states, “If for any reason a student plans to miss or ends up missing more than three live class sessions in a semester, the family must obtain concurrence from the teacher and director for the student to continue in the course. We will consider more general exceptions with prior approval, particularly for overseas students with limited Internet connections.” Mrs. Neuman reserves the right to grant extensions and excused absences at her discretion.

SCOPE OF EXAMS

Students will take two exams: a midterm and a final.  These exams are Advanced Placement-style essay exams, designed to prepare students for AP and college literature course exams. Each exam takes two hours to complete. 

SCOPE OF POETRY COURSE

Goals:
Mrs. Neuman has the following goals for this class—students will:
1. Examine a broad swath of British and American poetry.
2. Understand and apply literary and poetic terms used at the college level.

3. Discover and evaluate philosophical, cultural, literary, and worldview thinking of representative British and American poets.
4. Understand the chronological and ideological development of several major poetic movements in British and American history.

5. Develop a Christian poetic or aesthetic (philosophy or standard of good poetry/art) by which to evaluate both Christian and non-Christian literature.

6. Gain presentation, analysis, and discussion skills in preparation for college.
Objectives:

Mrs. Neuman has the following objectives for this class—for students to:

1. Enhance critical reading skills.

2. Polish writing and literary analysis skills.

3. Sharpen imitative and original poetry writing skills.
4. Discuss, explore, and evaluate the worldview and poetics of representative English language poets.
5. Critically analyze themes, form, diction, syntax, sound devices, rhythm and meter, tone and mood, figurative language, other poetic elements, and critical thinking issues in a wide variety of poetry.
6. Hone critical thinking and peer-critique skills through in-class discussion and oral sharing.
7. Research and create an original presentation on an assigned poet and his body of work. 

POETRY COURSE SEQUENCE

First Semester:

Week 1 – Intro to course/Class Letter/Syllabus/Handouts


    How to read and analyze poetry

Week 2 – Rhythm and Meter/Anglo-Saxon 

Week 3 – Sound and Meaning/Medieval
Week 4 – Forms/Renaissance

Week 5 – Forms 2/Metaphysical
Week 6 – Figurative Language/Metaphysical

Week 7 – Figurative Language 2/Cavalier and Enlightenment

Week 8 – Poetics/Romantics

    Midterm exam

Week 9 – Emotion and Inspiration/Romantics 

Week 10 – Revisiting Sound/Transcendentalists
Week 11 – Language and Musicality/Victorians 

Week 12 – Tone and Voice/Victorians 

Week 13 – New Forms and Meaning/Pre-war and Wartime 

Week 14 – Imagery and Diction/Modernists 
Week 15 – Recap of Poetry Elements/Modernists 
Week 16 – Contemporary Poets/Final exam week 

COURSE MATERIALS LIST

Software: Students must use MS Word to write all their weekly assignments in this course. Mrs. Neuman only accepts assignments uploaded in .doc or .docx format. 
Required Texts: 

1. Perrine’s Sound and Sense (10th edition) by Thomas R. Arp and Greg Johnson. ISBN: 0-15-507396-6. Note: the 10th edition is not the newest edition of Sound and Sense but is widely available and typically much more affordable than the most recent edition. You cannot order this text from the TPS virtual bookstore, however. Check online vendors or a local used bookstore. I recommend looking for a used copy, which could cost you as little as ten dollars (or less).

2. 100 Best-Loved Poems edited by Philip Smith. ISBN: 0-486-28553-7.
Mrs. Neuman will provide copies of much of the poetry as well as handouts to supplement our texts.
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