Essential questions: 
While the essential questions will vary from unit to unit, some overall questions will guide the class. 

1. How does literature convey an understanding of human conflicts, relationships and philosophies?

2. How does an understanding of the social and historical context of a literary work contribute to its interpretation and analysis?

3. How does an understanding of literary techniques support the reader’s interpretation and analysis of literature?

4. How does writing enable a reader to develop the critical thinking skills necessary to master literature interpretation?

AP® English Literature & Composition: Unit Outline
Unit 1 – Introduction to Class and the Basics –1 week

C1

How is the class structured? 


PowerPoint presentation will include all relevant information for student success 

What are the different writing strategies we will utilize?

Mini-Lesson – Writing the Free Response Essay, TPCASTT, Cornell Notes, Outlining, Interacting with the text, Personal Response Journal, Formal Essays with AP® rubric

 

-Sample Student Essays, note taking etc.

C2

What is literature?  What are literary terms and devices?

Literary Lecture with note taking

• Summer Reading Discussion (turn in Red Badge of Courage summer assignments)

ASSN: Free Response Essay
Focus: Characterization, Conflicts/Complications
Unit 2: Man’s Relationship with God (Defining God) –3 weeks 

Who’s the Real “Shaper”? Is the desire for a higher power an innate trait? What exactly does the concept of a god provide mankind? What propels mankind forward, to seek God?  What determines the kind of god that is worshiped? What does God provide us? How close to God (sublimity—in thought and/or action) can we come?

“One Who Walk Away from Omelas”

 “Sinners at the Hands of an Angry God”


ASSN: Personal Response Journal

As I Lay Dying


ASSN: Formal Essay with AP® Rubric scoring

-Selected Poetry and Psalms

Focus: Tone, Point of View, Imagery, Diction, Syntax, internal rhyme
Unit 3: Man’s Relationship with the Universe (Finding God’s Will) –2 weeks 

Is the world inherently chaotic or orderly? Are there over-riding rules, independent of us, which affect the condition of the world and our interaction with it? How does a philosophy affect our interaction with our world? Where do we draw the line between physical and metaphysical forces of influence on the universe? Is philosophy devoid of religion?

Heart of Darkness

ASSN: Personal Response Journal

“The Most Dangerous Game”

ASSN: Personal Response Journal

-Selected Poetry (including but not limited to “Nutting”)


ASSN: Formal Essay with AP® Rubric scoring



Focus: Symbolism, Metaphors, Word Connotations, Various Poetry Terms
Unit 4: Man's Relationship with Society (Reflections on Man’s Sinful Nature) –3 weeks

What needs does society fulfill? What happens when society loses touch with values? What dynamics in society further or hinder us? What dynamics within ourselves affect our interaction with society?

 


"Body Rituals of the Narcirema" 




ASSN: Personal Response Journal

 

The Importance of Being Earnest
 


ASSN: Formal Essay with AP® Rubric Scoring

 

"A Modest Proposal"

 


ASSN: Personal Response Journal




-Selected Poetry 




Focus: Humor, Irony, Satire, Syntax, Various Poetry Terms
Unit 5: Man's Relationship with Himself (reflection of his relationship with God) –4 weeks 

How do we impose limitations on ourselves? How do we allow others to impose limitations on us? How do we overcome our self-imposed limitations? What forces cause us to sabotage our character and our personal growth?
 







A Picture of Dorian Gray by Wilde
 



ASSN: Formal Essay with AP® Rubric Scoring

12 Angry Men
“Young Goodman Brown”
ASSN: Personal Journal Response
 
-Selected Poetry (including but not limited to "Richard Cory")
ASSN: Create Original Poem

Focus: Static/Dynamic Characters, Archetypes, Heroism, Various Poetry Terms
Unit 6: Man's Relationship as a Manifestation of the Mind (sin and conviction) 3 weeks
What are the different ways of survival? Can we disconnect ourselves from our past and still live a meaningful life? Can we disconnect from our ideals and morals without suffering? Can we free ourselves from the constraining forces of our mind, and how? How do we determine that a perspective is meaningful?

 


Macbeth by Shakespeare





ASSN: Dialect Group Work
 


Death of a Salesman by Miller




ASSN: Formal Essay with AP® Rubric Scoring
 


-Selected Poetry




Focus: Tragic Hero, Shakespearean terms, Symbolism, Time, Poetry Terms 

Unit 7: Woman's Relationships to God, Man, Societies and Self  (Archetypes) –3 weeks
What do the selected stories suggest about women’s place and role(s) in society? What needs do women in society fulfill? What dynamics in society further or hinder women? What dynamics within women affects their interaction with society?

 


To Kill a Mockingbird by Lee





ASSN: Formal Essay with AP® Rubric Scoring



“A Rose for Emily” 







"The Necklace"
 


"Dinner Party"





ASSN: Personal Journal Response
 


Selected Poetry (including but not limited to Bradford, Montague)



Focus: Point of View, Plot, Sequencing, Archetypes, Irony, Heroism, Symbolism, poetry...

Unit 8: Poetry –6 Weeks (The Norton Introduction to Poetry 9th ed.)

What are some common poetic devices, and how are they used to present and interpret the subject of the poem? How does form relate to content? How do you create a thesis about a poem?




Focus: Various Poetic Elements (see weekly breakdown for emphasis)

Week 1: Intro and Tone
C1 : Reading, Responding, Writing


Read: pages 1-19 and selected poems



ASSN: Text interaction and Note Taking

C2: Tone


Read: pages 27-28; 32-37 and selected poems



ASSN: “Eve” by Ralph Hodgson (Bloy #29)
Week 2: Voice and Setting

C1 : Speaker: Whose Voice Do We Hear?


Read: pages 68-79 and selected poems



ASSN: Text interaction and Note Taking

C2: Situation and Setting


Read: pages 93-107 and selected poems



ASSN: “Mosquito” by John Updike (Bloy #25)

Week 3:  Language and Sound

C1: Language: Precision, Ambiguity, Similes/ Metaphors, Symbols, Sounds, Description 


Read: pages 129-137; 153-155; 165-171 and selected poems



ASSN: Text interaction and Note Taking

C2: The Sounds of Poetry


Read: pages 199-200; 204-207; 219-223 and selected poems



ASSN: “Biligual Sestina” by Julia Alvarez (Bloy #31)

Week 4: Internal and External Rhymes

C1 : Internal Structure


Read: pages 231-242 and selected poems



ASSN: Text interaction and Note Taking

C2: External Form


Read: pages 255-261; 274-276;  280-285 and selected poems



ASSN: “Song” by Edmund Waller; “Virtue” by George Herbert (Bloy #36)

Week 5: Writing About Poetry and Poetry Portfolio

C1 : Writing About Poetry

Read: pages 623-644 and selected poems



ASSN: Poetry Essay Question from past exam scored by AP® Rubric
C2: Poetry Portfolio


Read: 20 designated poems and complete TPCASTTs


ASSN: Poetry Essay Question from past exam scored by AP® Rubric

Week 6: Poetry Portfolio (Continued)


Continue working on the portfolio



ASSN: AP® poetry exam section and essay question


Unit  9: AP®  Test Preparation Seminars—3 Weeks
A complete, 3-hour AP® exam is given to students as a Midterm exam and counts as 20% of the first semester grade. Students are exempt from a final exam if they complete the AP® English Literature & Composition exam in May.

Unit  10-The Novel: The Dynamic Characters in British / World Literature -2 Weeks

(Please note that these will be assigned during the first few classes)

Literary Forum Presentation – Choose from one of the following titles (order picked by random drawing) and complete your own PowerPoint presentation

Pride and Prejudice

Sense and Sensibility

Wuthering Heights

Jane Eyre

Great Expectations

Tale of Two Cities

Hamlet

Othello

King Lear

Taming of the Shrew

Ulysses

Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man

Crime and Punishment

The Italian
1984

Frankenstein

Beowulf

Grendel 

Phantom of the Opera

Animal Farm

Hunchback of Notre Dame

Roxana

War of the Worlds

Treasure Island

Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde

Anna Karenina

Gulliver’s Travels

Madam Bovary

Les Miserable

Utopia

Lord of the Flies

Lord Jim




You may also choose a similar book with permission



ASSN: PowerPoint and Oral Presentation:



Slide 1: Student Intro Self


Slide 2: Title, Author, Genre, and Literary Period


Slide 3: Historical/Social Background or Significance


Slide 4: Setting (connected to history?)


Slide 5: Protagonist


Slide 6: Antagonist


Slide 7: Minor Characters (include love interests, best friends etc.)


Slide 8: Plot Summary (include major conflicts and complications)


Slide 9: Resolution


Slide 10: Major themes, symbols, motifs, morals


Slide 11: Remarkable events, images, other elements


Slide 12: Your Opinion

Unit 11 – The Novel: The Dynamic Characters in American Literature –2 Weeks


(Please note that these will be assigned during the first few classes)

• Literary Forum Presentation – Choose from one of the following titles (order picked by random drawing) and complete your own PowerPoint presentation

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Last of the Mohicans

The Scarlet Letter

The Good Earth

The Sun Also Rises

Old Man and the Sea

Farewell to Arms

The Sound and the Fury

Light in August

Fahrenheit 451

The Great Gatsby

Of Mice and Men

The Pearl

Sister Carrie

Call of the Wild

White Fang

Catcher in the Rye

Grapes of Wrath

Moby Dick

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

Little Women

Uncle Tom’s Cabin

The Giver

Invisible Man

Sula

Beloved

The Color Purple

Slaughter House Five




You may also choose a similar book with permission



ASSN: PowerPoint and Oral Presentation:



Slide 1: Student Intro Self


Slide 2: Title, Author, Genre, and Literary Period


Slide 3: Historical/Social Background or Significance


Slide 4: Setting (connected to history?)


Slide 5: Protagonist


Slide 6: Antagonist


Slide 7: Minor Characters (include love interests, best friends etc.)


Slide 8: Plot Summary (include major conflicts and complications)


Slide 9: Resolution


Slide 10: Major themes, symbols, motifs, morals


Slide 11: Remarkable events, images, other elements


Slide 12: Your Opinion

Please note that I do not personally endorse all of these novels.  Some only made the list because the College Board or other similar organizations have deemed them worthy.  Please get your parents’ permission before you begin reading.





Please note that I do not personally endorse all of these novels.  Some only made the list because the College Board or other similar organizations have deemed them worthy.  Please get your parents’ permission before you begin reading.








